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Ons is deur !!
Die Matriekklas van 2025 het Dinsdag, 13 Januarie hulle amptelike uitslae ontvang. “Ons is deur,” was op al die 2025-matrikulante se lippe. Die glimlagte was 
aansteeklik en gelukwensings het van ouers, onderwysers en mede-matrikulante ingestroom. Die Nasionale slaagsyfer het van verlede jaar se 87.3% geklim na 88%, 
met Dr Ruth Segomotsi Mompati Distrik op 87.2%. Van die skole in dié distrik met uitstekende merkbare hoë slaagsyfers sluit Hoërskool Vryburg (97.6%), Hoërskool 
Stella (96.0%) en Tiger Kloof Gekombineerde Skool (95.9%) in. Die klas van 2025 van Hoërskool Vryburg spog met Raees-Ahmed Khan (6 A’s), Chloe van Rooyen, 
Gabrielle Woest (5 A’s), Boemo Pitso, Aidan Jonker (6 A’s), Janco Venter (6 A’s en hoogste gemiddeld van die skool met 85.7%), Jaime Davids, Ilma Botha (topkandidaat 
met 7 A’s), Jayden Starke en Naylene van der Merwe klink ’n glasie op hulle goeie uitslae en op die toekoms. (Foto: Charlize van der Linden)

Ander nuus 
van die week:

→ Naspeurbaarheid en 
biosekuriteit sentraal tot stryd 

teen bek-en-klouseer - bl 2

→ Man dies after alleged pit bull 
attack in Vryburg - p 3

→ 2025 Matric results released: 
Subject results presented a 

mixed picture - p 7

→ Springbokke se 
2026-rugbyprogram bevestig - bl 8



STELLALANDERPAGE 2 14 JANUARY 2026

Vrouelandbouvereniging Vryburg: 
Die VLV se Pad na Vryburg

STELLALANDER-VRYBURG: Die ontstaan van die Vrouelandbouvereniging (VLV) Kaapland en die 
vestiging van die VLV in Vryburg is diep verweef met ’n tydperk van wêreldwye onsekerheid en ekonomiese 
uitdagings. 

In 1929 het die wêreld steeds die nagevolge van die 
Eerste Wêreldoorlog (1914–1918) gevoel. Ekonomiese 
druk het toegeneem en op Donderdag, 24 Oktober 1929, 
het die inploffing van die Amerikaanse aandelemark 
die Groot Depressie ingelui, ’n krisis wat ook Suid-
Afrika swaar getref het. Pryse van landbouprodukte het 
skerp gedaal en gesinne, veral op plase, is onder groot 
finansiële druk geplaas. Vroue, meestal boervroue, is 
genoodsaak om aktief by te dra tot die gesinsinkomste, 
want, soos die spreekwoord sê, “’n boer maak ’n plan”. 
Teen hierdie agtergrond is die Vrouelandbouvereniging 
op 15 Oktober 1929 in Franschhoek gestig. Die visie van 
VLV Kaapland was, en is steeds, om lede te bemagtig 
om ’n gesonde gesinslewe te lei, aandag te gee aan die 
behoeftes van die gemeenskap en deur diens ’n verskil te 
maak. Die vereniging het spoedig uitgebrei en in 1930 
is Sirkel Kalahari in die Noord-Kaap tot stand gebring. 
Verskeie takke het deel gevorm van hierdie sirkel en 
het oor ’n wye gebied gestrek, onder meer Vostershoop, 
Stella en Piet Plessis. Die VLV-tak in Vryburg is op 
2 Desember 1947 gestig, met die eerste amptelike 
vergadering wat in Januarie 1948 plaasgevind het. Die 
sirkelpresident daardie jaar was Bettie de Bruyn. Van die 
eerste lede van die Vryburg-tak was Ellen Rossouw, ’n 
Engelse onderwyseres wat liefdevol as “Mam” bekend 
gestaan het, asook Annie van der Merwe, wie se man 
’n Gereformeerde predikant was. Nog ’n bekende lid 
was Jakkie de Wahl. Tannie Rina Jacobs, wat vir etlike 
jare ’n lid van VLV Vryburg was, vertel dat haar moeder, 
Hanna Verster, reeds in 1930 ’n lid van Sirkel Kalahari 
was. In daardie jare het sy met ’n perdekar van die plaas 
af na vergaderings gereis, ’n teken van die toewyding 

van die vroeë lede. VLV Vryburg beklee vandag ’n 
unieke plek binne VLV Kaapland. Dit is die enigste tak 
wat nie meer binne die geografiese grense van Kaapland 
val nie. Voor 1994 het Vryburg deel gevorm van die 
Kaapprovinsie, waarna dit by Noordwes ingelyf is. Ten 
spyte hiervan het die Vryburg-tak besluit om steeds deel 
te bly van VLV Kaapland. Die tak funksioneer binne 
verskeie studierigtings, waaronder Kunste en Handvlyt, 
Gesondheid, Opvoeding en Kultuur, Leefstyl, Openbare 
Sake, asook Landbou en Tuinbou. Lede geniet gereeld 
interessante sprekers, leersame demonstrasies en is 
aktief betrokke by gemeenskapsprojekte wat aansluit 
by die jaarlikse tema en nasionale projekte. VLV 
Vryburg vergader een Woensdagmiddag per maand. Die 
vergaderdatums vir 2026 is: 28 Januarie; 10 Februarie 
(Dinsdag); Maart (Konferensie in Kuruman); 29 April; 
20 Mei; 24 Junie; 29 Julie; Augustus (Kongresmaand); 9 
September en 21 Oktober. Belangstellendes kan Carien 
van Niekerk (Voorsitter) by 073 192 8850 kontak, of 
gerus ’n vergadering bywoon. Jy sal beslis nie spyt wees 
nie.

STELLALANDER-VRYBURG: A 32-year-old man, 
Tebogo Kelokilwe, was expected to reappear in the 
Vryburg Magistrate’s Court on Tuesday, 6 January 
2026, for a bail application following his arrest on 
charges of possession of suspected stolen livestock. 

Kelokilwe was arrested by members of the 
Vryburg Visible Policing unit on Saturday morning, 
27 December 2025, during routine patrols along the 
N14 road between Kuruman and Vryburg. According 
to police reports, officers stopped a suspicious white 
Toyota Hilux vehicle. During questioning, they 
inspected the load area and discovered 19 goats, valued 
at approximately R30 000, concealed under a green 
cover. Kelokilwe was unable to provide a satisfactory 
explanation for the livestock and was subsequently 
arrested. Police confiscated the vehicle, the 19 goats 
and three cellular phones as part of the investigation. 
The Acting North West Provincial Commissioner, 
Major General (Dr) Ryno Naidoo, commended the 
officers for their vigilance, which led to the arrest and 
recovery of the suspected stolen stock.

Vigilant patrols lead to stock theft arrest near Vryburg

Polisie lê beslag op gesteelde beeste
STELLALANDER-KURUMAN: Die vasberadenheid van die Kuruman-eenheid vir Veediefstal 
en Bedreigde Spesies (STESU) het gelei tot die inhegtenisneming van ’n 43-jarige man en die 
herwinning van vermoedelik gesteelde beeste ter waarde van sowat R150 000. 

Die klaer het op 19 Desember 2025 die 
diefstal van 24 beeste aangemeld. Die voorval 
het na bewering tussen 12 en 16 Desember 2025 
in die Deerwaard-nedersetting by Bothithong 
plaasgevind. 

Op 6 Januarie 2026 het ondersoeke die Kuruman 
STESU-span na ’n nabygeleë veepos gelei, waar 
nege beeste en drie kalwers opgespoor is. Die 
diere is deur die klaer as sy eiendom geïdentifiseer. 

Die 43-jarige verdagte kon geen bevredigende 
verduideliking vir die besit van die beeste verskaf 
nie en is gevolglik in hegtenis geneem. 

Enigiemand met inligting rakende die voorval 
kan die ondersoekbeampte, speursersant 
Paseka Bogoto, kontak by 076 521 1676, 
die Misdaadstopnommer by 086 001 0111, 
of alternatiewelik die MySAPS-toepassing 
gebruik.

Die vermoedelik gesteelde beeste waarop die polisie beslag gelê het. (Foto: sapd)
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STELLALANDER-KATHU: The swift response by members 
of the South African Police Service in Kathu, in conjunction 
with Rhino Security Company, led to the recovery of suspected 
stolen property and the arrest of two individuals aged 35 and 
32-years-old. 

On Thursday, 1 January 2026, the police followed up on 
information regarding a house in Mapoteng where alleged stolen 
property was stored. Together with the private security company, 
the SAPS members operationalised the information and approached 
the identified residence. During the search, items valued at over 
R80 000, including a television, speaker, shoes, clothes, bags, and 
suitcases, were recovered and confiscated. The stolen items identified 
are believed to be from a housebreaking complaint reported to have 
taken place in the early hours of Thursday, 1 January 2026. Two 
suspects, a 35-year-old male and a 32-year-old female, were arrested 
after they were unable to provide a satisfactory explanation regarding 
ownership of the goods. The duo is expected to appear in the Kathu 
Magistrate’s Court soon, while the investigation continues.

Suspected stolen property recovered during a 
combined crime operation.

Combined efforts leads to success

STELLALANDER-GANYESA: Twee verdagtes sou 
na verwagting in die Ganyesa-landdroshof verskyn 
op aanklagte van onwettige besit van vuurwapens en 
ammunisie. 

Die verdagtes is in twee afsonderlike voorvalle in 
die vroeë oggendure van Dinsdag, 23 Desember 2025, 
in Morokweng-dorp buite Vryburg in hegtenis geneem. 
Die arrestasies het gevolg op ’n misdaadintelligensie-
gedrewe operasie deur lede van die Vryburg K9-
eenheid en die Misdaadvoorkomingseenheid. Die 
een verdagte, ’n 38-jarige man, is in besit gevind van 
’n ongelisensieerde pistool en vyf patrone. Verdere 
ondersoek het aan die lig gebring dat die vuurwapen 
aan ’n inwoner van Kokwana-dorp in Morokweng 
behoort. Die tweede verdagte, ’n 49-jarige man, is ook 
in hegtenis geneem nadat hy in besit gevind is van 
’n ongelisensieerde Norinco-pistool en agt patrone. 
Voorlopige ondersoek dui daarop dat die wettige eienaar 
van die vuurwapen reeds oorlede is en ’n inwoner van 
Pomfret, naby Morokweng, was. Beide vuurwapens en 
die ammunisie is deur die polisie gekonfiskeer en sal aan 
ballistiese toetse onderwerp word. Die waarnemende 
provinsiale polisiekommissaris, majoor-generaal (dr) 
Ryno Naidoo, het die lede geloof vir hul uitstekende 
werk en die verwydering van gevaarlike vuurwapens uit 
die verkeerde hande.

STELLALANDER-VRYBURG: A 39-year-old man has died after allegedly being attacked by 
two pit bull dogs in Vryburg earlier this month. 

Man dies after alleged 
pit bull attack in Vryburg

Die vermoedelik gesteelde vuurwapens 
waarop beslag gelê is.

Onwettige vuurwapens 
en ammunisie in 

Morokweng gekonfiskeer

The incident reportedly occurred on Thursday, 
1 January 2026. Police said they received a report 
of an inquest from a local hospital. Upon arrival, 
officers were directed to a surgical ward, where 
they found the man lying on a hospital bed with 
no signs of life. 

According to police, the deceased sustained 
bite wounds and scratches to his hands and 
legs, allegedly inflicted by the dogs. He was 
transported to the hospital by Emergency Medical 
Rescue Services (EMRS) at approximately 02:30 
on Thursday, 1 January, and succumbed to his 
injuries on Friday evening, 2 January 2026. The 

deceased is believed to be a Pakistani national 
who was allegedly renting a room or living as a 
tenant at the premises where the attack occurred. 
Preliminary investigations indicate that this was 
not the first alleged incident involving the same 
dogs attacking tenants at the property. A related 
case is reportedly pending and is scheduled to be 
heard at the local Magistrates’ Court in February. 
The dogs were euthanised on Saturday, 3 January 
2026, following consultation with the owner. 
No arrests have been made at this stage. An 
inquest has been opened and the circumstances 
surrounding the incident are under investigation.

Drugs confiscated by police.

Drug busts result in multiple arrests
STELLALANDER-A crime intelligence-driven operation conducted by the Crime Combating Operational Team 
led to the arrest of four suspects, including a woman, for possession of drugs and suspected stolen property. 

The arrests followed police searches at several premises in 
Meriting New Stands, Seraleng and Ramochana within the 
Boitekong policing area on Thursday morning, 25 December 2025. 
During the operation, three suspects were found in possession of 
various illicit substances, including mandrax, dagga, crystal meth 
and rock, with an estimated street value of R15 000. Police also 
confiscated R860 in cash, believed to be the proceeds of crime. 
A fourth suspect was arrested after being found in possession of 
suspected stolen cellular phones. The suspects, aged between 

37 and 52, are expected to appear in the Bafokeng 
Magistrate’s Court in Tlhabane on Monday, 29 
December 2025, on charges of possession of 
drugs and possession of suspected stolen goods. 
Meanwhile, acting on information received from 
community members, the Shanela 2 Safer Festive 
Season operation in Vryburg was extended to the 
Ipelegeng location outside Schweizer-Reneke. A 
joint operation by the Provincial Anti-Gang and Drug 
Task Team resulted in the arrest of a suspect found 
in possession of drugs, drug paraphernalia and cash. 

At one of the targeted addresses, suspects fled 
the scene, leaving behind a quantity of drugs, which 
was confiscated by police. The arrested suspect 
was expected to appear in the Schweizer-Reneke 
Magistrate’s Court on Monday, 29 December 2025, 
on a charge of possession of drugs.
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Gaan elke week op Stellalander se
vir ons nuwe meningspeiling.

Hierdie week se vraag: Many people believe that childhood is the best years of 
one’s life. Did you ever, or do you still, have an imaginary friend?

Laas week se vraag: 
Would you donate an organ to a stranger?

Voice your opinion \  
Verhef jou stem 

Yes

No

Maybe, if the circumstance were ideal

46%

23%

31%

STELLALANDER-VRYBURG: Skryf in vir ons weeklikse Blokraai- en Sudoku-kompetisies en hou die volgende week se uitgawe dop of jy dalk ‘n wenner is. 
Die wenner van week 12/12 se blokraai is Y Griqua van McKenziestraat, Vryburg.

The winner of this week’s Sudoku # 841 is Sherelle de Take from Swarthaak Street, Vryburg.
Congratulations! Remember to bring your identification card or driver’s licence for verification when claiming your R100. Winners are urged to collect 

their money before the next publication. To make other arrangements please call our office at 053 927 3907.

STELLALANDER-VRYBURG: On Christmas morning, 
25 December 2025, approximately 180 underprivileged 
children in Colridge were treated to Christmas packs and 
meals as part of a festive outreach initiative. 

The event, held in two rooms in Colridge, was organised by 
the LF Kids Foundation in collaboration with Catha Septoo 
and her family. Key contributors included Roberto Septoo, 
Kyle, Kylin and Kylah Morris, as well as Geneva Stazie, 
Rosy Williams, Brian Williams, Chayline Sakoor and Charise 
Poonawassy. The organisers expressed their sincere gratitude 
to everyone who contributed, whether through donations, time 
or support. They emphasised that the initiative would not have 
been possible without the generosity of the Vryburg community. 
Special appreciation was also extended to the ground workers 
who assisted in identifying the children most in need, ensuring 
that the support reached the intended beneficiaries.

Children receive food parcels during the 
festive outreach.

The team that brightened Christmas for children 
are Catha Septoo, Roberto Septoo, Kyle Morris, 
Kylin Morris, Kylah Morris, Geneva Stazie, Rosy 
Williams, Brian Williams and Chayline Sakoor. Charise 
Poonawassy is the photographer.

Festive outreach 
brightens Christmas 
for Colridge children
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0230 
Spesiale Dienste/ 
Special Services

0130
Plotte & Plase Te Koop/ 

Plots & Farms
PLASE te koop: Hennie Wille 
Estates 082 460 8376.
------------------- N/C T/C (Christo)

VISALEK: Tel: 053-927-0473, 
Roydenweg 24, Vryburg. Jan-
nie of Ria. Herstel en diens van 
yskaste, wasmasjiene, stowe, 
geisers, lugversorgers. LP Gas 
Installasies en sertifikate.
------------------11160 7/11 AC TC

STELLALANDER-KATHU: Members of 
the South African Police Service (SAPS) 
in Kathu, Northern Cape, demonstrated a 
strong crime prevention presence with the 
arrest of five suspects for various offences 
on Monday, 5 January 2026. 

In a joint operation with Rhino Security, 
Kathu police arrested a 24-year-old man 
in connection with the theft of a bicycle 
valued at approximately R5 500. Police 
acted swiftly after the incident was reported, 
launching an immediate investigation that 
led to the arrest. In a separate incident, 
detectives and Designated Firearm Officers 
arrested a 33-year-old man for theft from 
a motor vehicle. The rapid response led 
officers to a dumping site, where the suspect 
was found in possession of suspected stolen 
property valued at approximately R13 000. 
A further search resulted in the recovery of 
an additional suspected stolen laptop and a 
jump starter. With the assistance of Kathu 
community patrollers, police also arrested 
two men, aged 20 and 23, in connection with 
housebreaking and theft. Several suspected 
stolen items were recovered during the 
operation. The series of arrests concluded 
with the apprehension of a 34-year-old man 
for possession of drugs. Police commended 
the cooperation between SAPS, private 
security and community patrollers, and 
reiterated their commitment to combating 
crime in the Kathu area

Kathu police 
arrest five in crime 

prevention operation
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MRM mourns the 
passing of Bishop 

Fatlhogang 
Daniel Matebesi

STELLALANDER-VRYBURG: The Moral 
Regeneration Movement (MRM) in the North 
West has described the passing of His Grace 
Bishop Fatlhogang Daniel Matebesi, a former 
member of its Provincial Interim Committee, 
as a monumental loss to the faith-based sector 
and the independent church movement. 

Bishop Matebesi (66) passed away in the early 
hours of Friday, 9 January 2026 at his home in 
Lotlhakane following a short illness. He was the 
founder of the Fountain of Hope newspaper and the 
Independent Congregational Church of Southern 
Africa (ICCSA). He was also widely known as 
the presenter of the popular Rorisang Sontaga 
religious programme, Seikokotlelo (midday food 
for thought), and daily devotions on SABC’s 
Motsweding FM. MRM Provincial Convenor, 
Pastor Lesiba Kgwele, said the organisation was 
deeply saddened by Matebesi’s passing. “We are 
shocked and deeply saddened by the demise of 
Bishop Matebesi. His untimely death has robbed 
our communities of a community builder, social 
justice advocate, servant leader and theologian 
of unwavering faith. He was a kingdom builder 
who consistently sought to reposition the church 
to be relevant and impactful in addressing social 
ills,” Kgwele said. Bishop Matebesi served the 
MRM from its inception in the province and was 
nominated to the Provincial Interim Committee, 
where he served on the Programmes and Campaigns 
Sub-Committees following the resuscitation of the 
provincial structure in December 2022. He also 
held numerous leadership positions within faith-
based and interfaith structures, including former 
President of the South African Ministers Fraternal 
(SAMIFRA), President of the National Interfaith 
Council of South Africa (NICSA), member of 
the RSA State President’s Interfaith Forum, 
Chairperson of the Provincial Anti-Corruption 
Forum, Provincial Chairperson of the Spiritual 
Crime Prevention Forum, and current President 
of the South African Christian Ministers Council 
(SACMIC). Kgwele extended condolences to 
the Matebesi family, the ICCSA congregation 
and the many communities he served. “May his 
family, congregants and the wide network of 
constituencies he served find comfort in knowing 
that the MRM shares their grief and keeps them 
in our thoughts and prayers during this difficult 
time,” he said. He described Bishop Matebesi as a 
courageous soldier of faith who leaves behind an 
indelible legacy of service. “He was also a Road 
Safety Ambassador and a passionate grassroots 
organiser within the faith-based community. This 
giant of faith fought the good fight and finished 
his race. He will be remembered as a human rights 
activist and spiritual leader who respected South 
Africa’s diverse religious, traditional and cultural 
values, and who worked tirelessly to uplift the 
poor and most vulnerable.” Kgwele added that 
the most fitting tribute to Bishop Matebesi would 
be to intensify efforts to address moral decay, 
strengthen family and community values, and 
advance the spirit of Ubuntu. He said this would 
support national dialogue aimed at achieving 
renewal, unity, social cohesion and sustainable 
development. Bishop Matebesi is survived by his 
wife, six children and four grandchildren.

The late Bishop Matebesi
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STELLALANDER-VRYBURG: The Department of Basic Education (DBE), led by Minister Siviwe Gwarube 
and Deputy Minister Dr Reginah Mhaule, officially released the 2025 National Senior Certificate (NSC) matric 
examination results on Monday, 12 January. 

2025 Matric results released: Subject 
results presented a mixed picture

More than 920 000 candidates wrote the examinations 
nationwide, making it one of the largest assessment 
processes in South Africa’s history. Nationally, the 
NSC pass rate increased to 88%, an improvement of 
approximately 0.7 percentage points from 2024 and the 
highest matric pass rate ever recorded in the country. 
In total, more than 656 000 learners passed the NSC in 
2025. While the overall performance improved, subject-
level results presented a mixed picture. Only 34% of 
candidates wrote Mathematics, with the majority opting 
for Mathematical Literacy. This has raised concern, as 
Mathematics remains a key gateway subject for many fields 
of study. The Mathematics pass rate declined from 69% in 
2024 to 64% in 2025, while Accounting dropped from 81% 
to 78%. Physical Science showed a slight improvement, 
with the pass rate increasing from 76% to 77%. Fewer 
distinctions were recorded in Accounting, Mathematics and 
Physical Science compared to the previous year. Despite 

a slight decrease in the national percentage of bachelor’s 
passes from about 48% to 46%, the actual number of 
learners achieving bachelor-level passes increased by 8 700 
to more than 345 000, the highest number to date. A further 
28% of candidates achieved diploma passes, while 13.5% 
qualified for Higher Certificate studies. Minister Gwarube 
noted increased enrolment in key gateway subjects such as 
Mathematics, Accounting, Physical Science and technical 
subjects as a positive trend for the future.

District-level results
For the first time, all 75 education districts across the 

country achieved pass rates of 80% and above, a milestone 
highlighted by the DBE as a significant achievement. In the 
North West, district-level results varied. Bojanala District led 
with a 90.8% pass rate, followed by Dr Kenneth Kaunda at 
87.8%, Dr Ruth Segomotsi Mompati at 87.2%, and Ngaka 
Modiri Molema at 85.6%. Several schools in the Dr Ruth 
Segomotsi Mompati District recorded notably high pass 
rates, including Vryburg High School (97.6%), Stella High 
School (96.0%), Tiger Kloof Combined School (95.9%) and 
Schweizer-Reneke High School (89.5%). In the Northern 
Cape, Namakwa District achieved a 90.5% pass rate, 
followed by ZF Mgcawu at 90.1%, Pixley ka Seme at 89.3%, 
John Taolo Gaetsewe at 87.0% and Frances Baard at 86.3%. 

Provincial performance
KwaZulu-Natal recorded the highest provincial pass 

rate at 90.6%, followed by the Free State at 89.33% and 
Gauteng at 89.0%. The North West Province achieved 
a pass rate of 88.49%, improving from 87.52% in 2024. 
The Western Cape followed closely with 88.2%, while the 
Northern Cape achieved 87.79%. Mpumalanga recorded 
86.55%, Limpopo 86.15%, and the Eastern Cape 84.17%.

IEB results
Ahead of the national announcement, the Independent 

Examinations Board (IEB) reported a slight decline in its 
overall pass rate. The IEB pass rate decreased marginally 
from 98.47% in 2024 to 98.31% in 2025. The percentage of 

candidates qualifying for bachelor’s degree study declined 
from 89.37% to 89.12%, while diploma passes increased 
slightly to 7.83%. A total of 17,143 full-time and part-time 
candidates wrote the IEB examinations in 2025, compared 
to 16,304 in 2024. IEB Chief Executive Officer Confidence 
Dikgole said the small fluctuation is not unusual, noting that 
minor variations are statistically expected as assessment 
systems grow and remain stable. Individual learner results 
became available on 13 January. While the improved 
national pass rate has been welcomed, the results have also 
renewed debate about whether the gains reflect long-term 
improvements in the education system or the impact of pass 
strategies. Nonetheless, the 2025 results mark a significant 
milestone in South Africa’s matric performance.

Aidan Jonker and Petri Weideman celebrate their 
outstanding results. (Photo: Charlize van der 
Linden)

Vryburg 
Multisport 

mourns the 
passing of 
Comrades 

Marathon runner 
Andries Boom

The late 
legendary 
Comrades 
Marathon 
runner 
Andries 
Boom.

STELLANADER-VRYBURG: It is with deep 
sorrow that Vryburg Multisport inform the 
community of the passing of Andries Boom (born 6 
June 1961). 

Andries was a remarkable athlete and a proud 
member of Vryburg Multisport. His achievements 
speak of extraordinary discipline and determination. 
In the 2004 Comrades Marathon, Andries finished an 
outstanding 49th overall, a performance that earned him 
the honour of Vryburg Sportsman of the Year. Andries 
leaves behind his beloved son, Ishmael (19). Rest in 
peace, Andries. Your legacy will continue to inspire all.

Erge donderstorms saai verwoesting in 
Vryburg en omliggende woonbuurtes

STELLALANDER-VRYBURG: ’n Erge donderstorm het Sondagmiddag, 4 Januarie 2026, kort ná middagete 
oor Vryburg, Colridge en Huhudi losgebars en ’n spoor van verwoesting in woon- en sakegebiede agtergelaat. 

Inwoners het berig van skielike swaar reën, sterk wind 
en hewige weerlig wat uitgebreide skade aan eiendom, 
bome en infrastruktuur veroorsaak het. Verskeie huise is 
oorstroom toe water leefareas binnegedring het, terwyl 
omgewaaide bome paaie en kraglyne versper het. Dit het 
daartoe gelei dat sekere dele van die dorp vir ’n tydperk 
sonder elektrisiteit gelaat is. Die storm het ook ernstige 
verkeersontwrigtings veroorsaak, met oorstroomde strate 
en puin, insluitend gevalle bome, wat belangrike roetes 
ontoeganklik gemaak het. Intussen het inwoners sosiale 
media gebruik om foto’s en video’s van die skade te 
deel. In een video wat wyd versprei is, is vloedwater 
by die Vryburg Gholfbaan en Mompati Mall sigbaar, 
waar werkers gesien is hoe water uit die winkelsentrum 
verwyder word. ’n Tweede storm wat verdere skade 
aangerig het, het op Sondag, 9 Januarie 2026, deur dele 
van Vryburg beweeg. Groot bome langs die gholfbane 
in Voortrekkerstraat is ontwortel en het kragdrade en 
-pale beskadig, wat veroorsaak het dat inwoners in 
sekere gebiede vir ure sonder krag was. Tegniese spanne 
is ontplooi om die omgewaaide bome, wat verkeer 
belemmer het, te verwyder en die kragtoevoer na geraakte 
woonbuurte so spoedig moontlik te herstel.

Die pad langs die gholfbane wat onder vloed was en 
normale toegang vir motoriste belemmer het.

Die krieketveld van Ramblers in Voortrekkerstraat 
was ’n oase vir voëls. 

Bome in strate wat weens die storm gebreek is. 

Skade wat aan bome en kragdrade-en pale aangerig is.
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STELLALANDER-VRYBURG: Met die 
aanbreek van die nuwe jaar is die Springbokke 
se wedstrydprogram en bevestigde speelplekke 
vir 2026 bekend gemaak. 

Die seisoen beloof om een van die mees 
opwindende buite ’n Wêreldbekerjaar te wees, met 
’n vol program teen topteenstanders uit beide die 
noordelike en suidelike halfronde. Die Springbokke 
sal in 2026 teen al ses die Sesnasies-spanne meeding 
as deel van die nuwe Nations Championship, 
’n gesamentlike inisiatief tussen SANZAAR en 
Sesnasies-rugby wat as ’n tweejaarlikse toernooi 
ingestel word. Terselfdertyd sal Nieu-Seeland 
Suid-Afrika toer, die afwisselende vierjaarlikse 
toetsreeks tussen die Springbokke en die All Blacks. 
Die Suid-Afrikaanse seisoen begin op Saterdag, 4 
Julie met ’n hoogs verwagte toets teen Engeland by 
Ellispark in Johannesburg. Dit word opgevolg deur 
’n kragmeting teen Skotland op 11 Julie by Loftus 
Versfeld in Pretoria, en ’n ontmoeting met Wallis op 
18 Julie by Hollywoodbets Kings Park in Durban.

Bevestigde Springbok-wedstryde vir 2026:
•	 Saterdag 4 Julie: Suid-Afrika v Engeland – 

Ellispark, Johannesburg
•	 Saterdag 11 Julie: Suid-Afrika v Skotland – 

Loftus Versfeld, Pretoria
•	 Saterdag 18 Julie: Suid-Afrika v Wallis – Kings 

Park, Durban
•	 Saterdag 22 Augustus: Eerste toets – Suid-Afrika 

v Nieu-Seeland – Ellispark, Johannesburg
•	 Saterdag 29 Augustus: Tweede toets – Suid-

Afrika v Nieu-Seeland – DHL-stadion, Kaapstad
•	 Saterdag 5 September: Derde toets – Suid-Afrika 

v Nieu-Seeland – FNB-stadion, Johannesburg
•	 Saterdag 12 September: Vierde toets – Suid-

Afrika v Nieu-Seeland – Plek nog te bevestig
•	 Naweek van 6–8 November: Suid-Afrika v Italië 

– Plek nog te bevestig
•	 Naweek van 13–15 November: Suid-Afrika v 

Frankryk – Plek nog te bevestig
•	 Saterdag 21 November: Suid-Afrika v Ierland – 

Plek nog te bevestig
Tydens die November-venster van die Nations 

Championship sal die Springbokke Europa toe reis 
om teen Italië, Frankryk en Ierland te speel, waarmee 
hulle hul wedstryde teen al die Sesnasies-spanne 
voltooi. Die toernooi kulmineer in die finale-naweek 
van 27 tot 29 November 2026 by die Allianz-
stadion in Londen. SA Rugby se uitvoerende hoof, 
Rian Oberholzer, het gesê die bevestiging van die 
speelplekke bring duidelikheid oor die Springbokke 
se tuiswedstryde vir 2026. Hy het daarop gewys 
dat Engeland met goeie momentum Suid-Afrika 
toe sal kom, terwyl Skotland vir die eerste keer 
ooit die Springbokke by Loftus Versfeld in ’n 
toetswedstryd sal aandurf. Wallis se laaste besoek 
aan Durban was in 2014, en die toets by Kings Park 
sal die Julie-reeks afsluit. Met elke wedstryd wat tel 
vir die Nations Championship-punteleer, word ’n 
uiters mededingende seisoen vir die Springbokke 
voorspel.

Springbokke se 
2026-rugbyprogram 

bevestig

STELLALANDER-VRYBURG: The Totalsports Two Oceans 
Marathon Team, together with the event’s incredible sponsors 
and partners, is rolling out six official TTOM Training Runs in 
the build-up to the 2026 event. 
They kick off in style in Cape Town on 25 January, before heading 

to Johannesburg on 1 February, Durban on 8 February, Cape Town 
again on 22 February, Pretoria on 8 March, and Stellenbosch on 22 
March. “We’re excited to introduce six official TTOM Training Runs 
as we build toward the 2026 Totalsports Two Oceans Marathon,” says 
Chris Goldschmidt, Chairperson of the Two Oceans Marathon NPC. 
“By partnering with a variety of running clubs across the country, we 
aim to create experiences that truly celebrate the camaraderie, passion, 
and excitement that define our running community. These training 
runs are not just preparation for race day, they’re an opportunity 
for runners of all levels to connect, grow, and share in the spirit of 
the Two Oceans Marathon.” Open exclusively to 2026 Totalsports 
Two Oceans Marathon entrants, each Training Run will offer both 
a 21km and a 12km route, giving runners the perfect opportunity to 
build confidence and sharpen their race-day readiness. “We’re proud 
to launch the official TTOM Training Runs for 2026, an exciting 
build-up to what promises to be an unforgettable race year,” says 
Wade Bromfield, General Manager of the Totalsports Two Oceans 
Marathon. “We’re announcing the dates now so that runners can 
plan, stay motivated, and lock these sessions into their calendars. The 
specific start venues will be revealed on our social media channels 
closer to the time, as we’ll be working closely with our partnering 
running clubs to select the best locations. These runs are all about 
energy, community, and shared passion, the perfect way to ignite 
the countdown to race day!” The training runs are free of charge but 
will have limited capacity, and runners will be required to sign up 
in advance. Full details will be shared on the TTOM social media 
channels closer to the time. The dates of the TTOM are as follows: 
Friday 10 April 2026, Totalsports Two Oceans Marathon Trail Run, 
Saturday 11 April 2026, Totalsports Two Oceans Ultra Marathon and 
Sunday 12 April 2026, Totalsports Two Oceans Half Marathon.

Two Oceans Marathon sets the pace 
with 2026 training run programme

Mej. VHS-finalis 2025, Lenize Barnard, het onlangs as deel van haar 
liefdadigheidsprojek koekies en ander produkte aan die inwoners van 
Rusoord geskenk en dit aan Annette Pretorius oorhandig. Barnard sê die 
projek was vir haar ’n besondere voorreg en ’n manier om iets terug te 
gee aan die gemeenskap. Sy het haar opregte dank uitgespreek teenoor 
almal wat bygedra het om die inisiatief moontlik te maak en sodoende 
die legendariese inwoners van Rusoord met ’n klein, maar betekenisvolle 
bederfie te kon verras. “Dit was hartverwarmend om die glimlagte en 
dankbaarheid te sien. Sonder die ondersteuning van die gemeenskap sou 
hierdie projek nie moontlik gewees het nie,” het sy gesê. Die gebaar is met 
groot waardering deur die inwoners ontvang en het bygedra tot ’n besondere 
oomblik van vreugde en saamhorigheid.

Mej. VHS-finalis bederf 
Rusoord se inwoners
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