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All systems restored at 
Tshepong Hospital

Lentswe, Jouberton - Tshepong Hos-
pital was flooded after a rainstorm 
earlier this week.

The flooding on Monday January 25 
affected parts of the Emergency De-
partment (Casualty), Outpatient De-
partment and the Radiology Depart-
ment.

This prompted MEC Sello Lehari to 
say that it is urgent to improve storm 
water drainage infrastructure at the 
hospital. “This is a reoccurring disas-
ter and it has been raised with all key 
stakeholders before with a view to pre-
vent future occurrences.’’ 

Immediately after the incident, the 
Hospital Disaster Management Plan 
was activated, resulting in a swift and 
coordinated response to ensure patient 
safety and continuity of care.

Patients in affected areas were 
promptly assessed and safely relocated 
to appropriate admission wards and 
other functional sections of the hospi-
tal, including Radiology. Ambulances 
from other hospitals transferring pa-
tients were diverted to Klerksdorp hos-
pital casualty as a temporary measure. 
Through the collective efforts of hos-
pital staff and emergency services, the 
Emergency Department was cleared of 
water and was fully operational again 
by 03:00 on Tuesday January 27.

The MEC commended the rapid re-
sponse by all involved parties. “We are 
encouraged by the decisive and profes-
sional manner in which this incident 
was handled. The immediate activa-
tion of disaster management protocols 
ensured that no patients were harmed 
and that essential services were re-
stored within hours. This reflects our 
commitment to protecting lives, even 
under challenging circumstances,” said 
MEC Lehari.

The CEO of the Klerksdorp-Tshe-
pong Hospital Complex, Thulane 
Madonsela, together with the Hospital 
Executive management had a debrief-
ing session with affected staff members 
and also expressed appreciation to all 
responders. “I wish to thank our dedi-
cated Team KT, the local municipal 
fire department and Kopanong Mine 
for their prompt assistance and team-
work. Their support was instrumental 
in stabilising the situation and resto-
ring functionality to critical depart-
ments,” said Madonsela.

While operations have since normal-
ised, the Department acknowledges 
the need for long-term interventions. 
 “The hospital remains fully functional 
and continues to provide uninter-
rupted healthcare services to the com-
munity.”

The renovated Casualty ward at 
Tshepong Hospital was flooded after 
heavy rainfall earlier this week. Some 
homes in Jouberton, Ext 10 West near 
the railway line also experienced 
flooding.
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Lentswe, Klerksdorp - After days of 
uncertainty last week over the future 
of the city’s embattled CFO, the call 
was eventually made to terminate 
Mercy Phetla’s service.

It was an inevitable situation, said 
DA Cllr Gerhard Strydom, Phetla 
had to go. 

“Regulations governing discipli-
nary processes for senior managers 
are clear. Council has no author-
ity to interfere with the process and 
legally is obliged to implement the 
outcome of the disciplinary hearing 
where she was found guilty of gross 
misconduct.’’

It turned out to be not so cut and 
dry and political tension clouded 
the council meeting on Thursday 
January 22. Instead of allowing 
proper procedure, the Speaker 
abruptly and unlawfully closed the 
meeting while two proposals were 
still on the table. Everyone was 
stunned. The CFO was still CFO 
even after a disciplinary inquiry 

found her guilty on five serious 
charges, including gross miscon-
duct, dishonesty, and dereliction of 
duty. 

Behind the scenes, Strydom re-
vealed that the Speaker then con-
tacted the Presiding Officer and 
attempted to compel him to report 
to Council because Council had not 
approved certain charges. He re-
fused, correctly stating that Council 
has no jurisdiction in the matter. 
“The Council cannot override a law-
ful process. As a result, the MM was 
left with no choice but to issue a ter-
mination letter the next day.’’

Phetla is no longer CFO. She was 
appointed as CFO January 1, 2023. 
Last year, she was subjected to an 
external investigation following alle-
gations of financial misconduct, cor-
ruption, and abuse of office. These 
allegations culminated in a formal 
disciplinary process and on Decem-
ber 19, she was found guilty on all 
five charges brought against her.

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - Wesley Kgang, 
an ANC councillor and member of 
the Mayoral Committee (MMC) at the 
Matlosana Municipality, issued an unre-
served apology on Monday January 28, 
following his arrest and charges related 
to drunken driving.

The apology comes after several vide-
os went viral over the weekend, showing 
Kgang resisting and shouting at North 
West Traffic Police officers. Dressed in 
fashionable attire, the 36-year-old coun-
cillor addressed the media outside the 
Klerksdorp Traffic Court.

“I wish to state that I have noted the 
video that has went viral and widely 
shared on various media platforms, 
which has caused great concern rightly 
so given the fact that I am a public rep-
resentative,” said Kgang. “I wish to unre-
servedly apologise to the community of 
Matlosana, my family 
and my organisation for 
the unfortunate occur-
rence.”

Kang was arrested 
early on Saturday morn-
ing, January 24, when 
traffic officers conduct-
ing routine patrols in 
Leask Street spotted a 
black sedan driving fac-
ing oncoming traffic. 

According to North 
West police spokesperson 
Lt Col Sam Tselanyane, a 
female traffic official ap-
proached the driver, who 
appeared to be under the 
influence of liquor. When 
informed of his arrest, 
Kgang allegedly became 
aggressive, attacked the 

female official - who sustained an injury 
to her left hand – and resisted arrest. 
The scuffle escalated, requiring police 
intervention to restrain him. It is also 
alleged that on the way to Stilfontein for 
blood samples, Kgang hit and broke a 
window of the traffic vehicle.

In a surprise twist after his court ap-
pearance, Kgang said he was not the one 
behind the steering wheel of the vehicle 
involved. “I was not driving and that’s 
why I said I do not want to be arrested,” 
Kgang claimed. “I have a permanent 
designated driver. I have not driven for 
some years.”

Kgang was released on R1000 bail 
from police custody on Sunday January 
25, He is facing charges of drunken driv-
ing, assault, crimen injuria, malicious 
damage to property, and resisting arrest. 
The case was postponed to February 18.

CFO fired
Mercy Phetla after the council meeting on Thursday January 22. Photo: 
Maklera Magazine.

Wesley Kgang: “I 
was not driving’’

A screen grab from 
a video showing 

Cllr Wesley Kgang 
arrested for drunk 

driving.
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Lentswe, Kanana - A couple who was having a 
huge row in Ext 12 over the weekend, lead to 
the woman fleeing the 
house to get help from 
her neighbours.

But when the neigh-
bours opened the door, 
Thandiwe Ngcoboti 
(32) was lying in a pool 
of blood. According to 
Lt Col Sam Tselanyane, 
police spokesperson, 
her boyfriend who fol-
lowed her was standing 
over her body. 

“The neighbours 
called the ambulance 
and police, whilst the 

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - Tshegofatso Morotola was 
killed in August 2022. It took more than three 
years for her murderer to be found guilty.

Lerato Tsholofelo (31) heard the guilty verdict 
on Friday January 23 for the murder of Tshego-
fatso. He killed her to get hold of her Sassa card!

He would have been sentenced on Monday 
January 26 in the Klerksdorp Regional Court. It, 
however, was rescheduled as the magistrate was 
sick.

The parents of the deceased, Mapula and 
James Cawe, are relieved although they won’t see 
their child again.

They thanked the court officials and staff for 
ensuring that justice is served. They also would 
like to thank the school inspector and his wife for 
the support they offered throughout this difficult 
time.

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - The 
High Density Safer Festive 
Season Operation Shanela 
2 continues to bear fruits 
as over 1 000 suspects were 
apprehended for various 
crimes in the province.

In a notable incident, 
police received information 
about suspects who are in 
possession of unlicensed 
firearms, suspected to be 
involved in a spree of rob-
beries, reported in Delarey-
ville. The information was 
operationalised and on 
January 23 at about 22:00, 
the provincial Tracing Task 
Team, Lichtenburg K9 as 
well as Mahikeng Crime 
Intelligence pounced on 
them, when the vehicle they  
were traveling in had a 
puncture on the road be-
tween Delareyville and Vris-
gewaagte. 

Kegomoditswe Samuel 
Mooketsi (28), Mangali-
so Godfrey Tubatsi (31), 
Falakhe James Khumalo 
(30) and Letlhogonolo 
Christopher Mosala (34) 
were arrested and charged 
with possession of unli-
censed firearms after a 
search of their vehicle, a red 
Volkswagen Polo, led to the 
discovery of four firearms 
(all pistols) with serial num-
bers filed off as well as 22 
rounds of ammunition. 

Lt-Col Sam Tselanyane, 
police spokesperson, added 
they all appeared in the De-

lareyville Magistrate’s Court 
on Monday January 26 and 
were remanded in custody 
until their next court ap-
pearance on February 10 for 
a formal bail application. 
Investigation into the mat-
ter continues and linking 
the suspects to other cases 
are eminent.

The weekly actions and 
activities - between January 
19 and 25 - included vehicle 
check points (VCP’s), stop 
and searches, roadblocks, 
tracing of wanted suspects, 
foot and vehicle patrols and 
compliance inspections that 
were conducted across the 
province.

This saw 1083 suspects 
arrested for crimes rang-
ing from, among others, 
dealing in drugs, illegal 
dealing in liquor, robbery, 
murder, rape, assault GBH, 
assault common, burglaries 
at residential and businesses 
premises, theft off/out of 
motor vehicle, malicious 
damage to property, driv-
ing under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs and illegal 
migrants. Furthermore, the 
dedication and commitment 
of the detectives to bring 
those who thought they can 
evade the long arm of the 
law, resulted in the tracing 
and arrest of 268 wanted 
suspects for serious crimes 
including murder, rape, as-
sault GBH and illegal pos-
session of firearms.

Confiscated firearms in NW.

Firearms 
discovered in 
North West

Killed for her Sassa card

Murdered… Tshegofatso Morotola.

Boyfriend arrested 
for murder

Kroonstad where he was arrested shortly after 
the incident was reported on Saturday January 

24.
He is currently 

receiving medi-
cal attention at 
a local hospital, 
under police guard. 
Tselenyane said he 
was expected to ap-
pear in the Orkney 
Magistrate’s Court 
on Tuesday January 
27 on a charge of 
murder.

Investigation 
into the matter 
continues.

boyfriend fled the scene 
in his girlfriend’s car. Upon 
arrival of the police and EMRS 
at the scene, she was declared 
dead. “There was multiple stab 
wounds over her body.’’

The boyfriend was traced to 
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�e deadline for Herbalists/Healers is 
16:00 on Tuesday. 

NO LATE ENTRIES WILL BE 
ACCEPTED!!

�e deadline for Rest In Peace 
and DIKITSISO is 10:00 on 
Wednesday. No late entries!

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - The North West 
Department of Human Settlements 
cautions members of the public and 
service providers about an ongoing 
scam in which individuals are falsely in-
formed that they have been appointed 
by the department to install solar gey-
sers in low-cost houses.

The scammers impersonate officials 
of the department to solicit bribes or 
upfront payments from unsuspecting 

individuals. 
The department wishes to inform 

members of the public and service 
providers that under no circumstances 
does it require any payment for the is-
suance of tenders. 

Members of the public and service 
providers are therefore urged to exer-
cise caution and are strongly advised 
not to make any payments to individu-
als claiming to be working for or repre-

senting the department. 
Anyone who receives an alleged ap-

pointment letter or related communica-
tion is encouraged to verify its authen-
ticity directly with the department.

“The department does not install 
solar geysers in low-cost houses at the 
moment. 

“No tenders have been advertised 
for the installation of solar geysers and 
no letters of appointment have been 

issued for such work. Any communica-
tion, correspondence, or documenta-
tion claiming otherwise is false and 
fraudulent,’’ the statement issued by the 
department reads.

The department urges the public to 
remain vigilant to avoid falling victim 
to scams. The public is urged to im-
mediately report any suspected scams 
to the nearest police station or to the 
department.

A Matlosana Traffic Officer sustained serious injuries after her vehicle collided with a trailer in OR Tambo Street on 
January 22. The officer was transporting a young man, suspected of driving under the influence. It is speculated that the 
officer may have skipped a red traffic light, leading to the collision. The trailer was behind a bakkie. The passenger in 
the patrol car was unharmed and was released from holding cells in the early hours of Friday morning, January 23. No 
other injuries were reported. The traffic officer, whose identity was not made public, was transported to hospital.

New 
chess 

season 
starts  

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - The Dr 
Kenneth Kaunda Chess Region 
welcomes all its chess players, 
coaches, parents, schools, officials, 
and supporters back for a brand-
new chess season. 

The boards are set and the piec-
es are ready for action, whether 
you are a seasoned competitor or 
a newcomer to the sport, this year 
promises exciting challenges and 
memorable moments. 

The regional chess calendar will 
be resuming soon, bringing with it 
a variety of tournaments, training 
programs, and development ac-
tivities. These events will provide 
platforms for players to test their 
abilities, gain valuable experience, 
and represent the region with 
pride.

The Dr Kenneth Kaunda Chess 
Region remains committed to 
growing the game, nurturing 
young talent, and building a vi-
brant chess culture. As a region, 
they wish all chess players the very 
best for the season ahead. 

Beware of fake tender scam

Traffic cop injured in crash
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Please take note that the 
deadline for Rest In Peace and 

DIKITSISO is 10:00 on 
Wednesday.

Dikitsiso
 February 1: General meeting of Kaizer C hiefs 
Klerksdorp branch at the clubhouse, Ext 10, Jou-
berton. Time: 09:00. Agenda includes a year plan, 
recruitment, stokvel and attendance. Info: David Wil-
liams, 079 795 3973.

 February 7: DRKK District Jazz Foundation’s 
AGM, co-hosted by Miles Ahead Jazz Club and Real-
izing Jazz Club. Time: 12:00.  Venue: Tshing Venters-
dorp Ext 4 Hall. Lekker Dobble Immediately after 
meeting. All Jazz lovers, Jazz diggers, patrons, ap-
preciators are invited to attend. Free entrance. Cooler 

box allowed. Food and drinks will be sold. Attire: 
smart casual. Enquiries: Sukudisa Modise, 061 383 
4860, and Raymond Nong, 072 666 0754.

 February 28: NW Jazz Foundation’s AGM with 
NMM. Time: 12:00. Venue: Lobsnel Car Wash Enter-
tainment Centre, next to Mmabatho Tusk Mahikeng. 
Lekker Dobble immediately after meeting. All Jazz 
lovers, Jazz diggers, patrons, appreciators are invited 
to attend. Free entrance. Cooler box allowed. Food 
and drinks will be sold. Attire: smart casual. Enquir-
ies: Groovy NMM, 073 201 9988.preciators are invited to attend. Free entrance. Cooler ies: Groovy NMM, 073 201 9988.

Basenusi Martha Itume-
leng (71) of X1448 Kaibe 
Street, Ext 2, Jouberton, 

will be laid to rest 
on January 31 at the 

Methodist Church Ext 
2, Jouberton at 08:00. 
(Funeral conducted by 

Avbob Klerksdorp)
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Please note that the deadline 
for Herbalists / Healers is 

16:00 on Tuesday. No late en-
tries will be accepted.

Goitsemang Simon 
Setlhare (66) of 19454 

Ext 13, Kanana, will be 
laid to rest on January 
31. The service will be 
conducted at home at 

07:00.

Makudase “Dassie” 
Onica Mokgethi (89) 

of 3184 Ext 6, Tigane, 
will be laid to rest on 
Saturday January 31. 
The service will be 

conducted at Anglican 
Church (Tigane) at 

07:00.

Maria Nyobonda (61) 
of Khuma, will be laid 
to rest on January 31. 

The service will be 
conducted at Khuma 
Anglican Church at 

07:00.

Keamogetse Mamello 
Lebeko (19) of 15086 

Ext 14, Jouberton, 
will be laid to rest on 

January 31. The service 
will be held at home at 

07:00 - 10:00.

Thandiwe Ngcoboti (32) 
of 2662 Ext 2, Kanana, 
will be laid to rest on 

January 31. The service 
will be conducted at 
Apostolic Church at 

07:00. 

David Phoi 
Molefabangwe (57) of 

18908 Ext 19, Jouberton, 
will be laid to rest on 

January 31. The service 
will be held at home at 

07:00.

Nopha Emmah 
Mokgethi (60) of 7316 

Ext 12, Jouberton, 
will be laid to rest on 
February 1 (Sunday). 

The service will be held 
at home at 07:00.

Lerato Nthabiseng 
Phoofolo (45) of 147 

Mokobe Street (Tigane), 
will be laid to rest on 

January 31. The service 
will be conducted at 

home at 07:00.

Tshotetsi Abram 
Kyalapa (62) of 

X1143, Sithole Street, 
 Jouberton, will be laid to 
rest on January 31. The 
service will be held at 

home at 07:00.

Livhuwane Mandiwana 
(19) of 7570 Ext 12, 

Jouberton, will be laid to 
rest on January 31. The 
service will be at 14248 

Mdlanganene Street, Ext 
16, Jouberton at 07:00.

Kebogile Isac “Mandoi” 
Mohlanke (70) of 25244 

Ext 23, Jobuerton, 
will be laid to rest on 
February 1 (Sunday). 

The service will be held 
at home at 07:00.
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Classifi eds

Please take note that the deadline for 
Rest In Peace is 10:00 on Wednesday. 

No late entries will be accepted!! 

 Do you want to comment on any article? 
Share your thoughts with us. SMS line 
- 079 876 7616 (standard rates apply). 
INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND AREA 
WHEN SENDING A SHORT SMS.

DISCLAIMER: 
Readers are advised to use their 
own discretion when responding 
to adverts, as it is the customer’s 

responsibility to verify the 
advertisers’ credentials prior to 
making payments for any goods 

or services received. Lentswe 
will not be held liable for any 

transactions made.

GOLDFIELDS PAWNSHOP. We 
give instant cash in your hand 
for tools, silver and gold jewel-
lery, electronics, furniture, 
etc. Just bring your proof of 
identity. We do purchases, 
buy backs, and lay-by’s. We 
collect and pay; Ts&Cs apply. 
018 464 3911 / 076 284 9678.

01849 12/12-27/02
SAFE abortion pills. Whatsapp 

Lesego: 076 208 1111.
01883 16/01-06/02

The African Presbyterian Church in Kanana, led by Rev FS Mofokeng, held 
their opening Prayer Ceremony of the year 2026 service on January 22. The 
gathering was incredibly impactful, filled with praise, prayer, and scripture. 
This important event allowed the Women of Prayer to show their appreciation 
and acknowledgment to the Lord. Lady Rev JK Mofokeng opened the service 
with a powerful scripture and later cut the cake for celebration.

The African Presbyterian Church in Kanana, led by Rev FS Mofokeng, held 

Women of Prayer
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Lentswe, Jouberton - Letona FC & 
Entertainment donated 50 pairs of 
school shoes to four local primary 
schools.

The handover took place at Leto-
na Sports Ground on Sunday Janu-
ary 25. The beneficiary schools are 
Ithuseng Primary School, Zamaku-
lunga Primary School, Khayalethu 
Primary School, and Sediko Primary 
School. Each school identified 12 
learners in need to receive the do-
nation, ensuring that the assistance 
reaches those most affected.

According to the organisers, the 
initiative was inspired by the 2026 
school year starting and the emo-
tional reality faced by many children 
who return to school wearing worn-
out or casual shoes due to hardships 
they face in their respective house-
holds.

“It is heartbreaking to see learners 
start the school year without proper 
school shoes. This initiative is our 
way of restoring dignity and giving 
children confidence as they return to 
the classroom,” the organisers said.

Beyond the donation drive, the 
day also featured a 4-a-side Un-
der-15 soccer tournament, aimed 
at promoting youth development, 
sportsmanship, and positive social 
engagement. The event conclude 
with Music Soul Sessions, showcasing 
local DJs and celebrating community 
talent.

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - Ntsie “Big 
Mike” Makgoe, founder of the Big Mike 
Foundation, is supporting youth from 
disadvantaged backgrounds.

Since 2014, he has been running a 
community gym with the purpose of 
motivating young people to live healthy 
lifestyles and make positive life choices. 
Over the years, their work has grown 
into various community programs that 
are open to everyone.

Currently, they run several initia-
tives, including school campaigns, tal-
ent shows, and a Heritage programme 
called “Back to the Basics.” Through 
the back-to-school programme, they 
organise school shoes, uniforms, school 
bags, and book covers for children in 
need.

They host talent shows where young 
people are given a platform to showcase 
their talents. This initiative helps keep 
them engaged and away from alcohol, 
drugs, and substance abuse. During 
Heritage Month, their “Back to the Ba-
sics” programme teaches young people 
about their culture and identity. They 
hosted a celebration in December to 
recognise and celebrate achievements 
made throughout the year.

All the activities take place at a park 
near the gym, which was once a dump-
ing site and has now been transformed 
into a safe and welcoming space for the 
community. During events, they ensure 
that children are accommodated with 
jumping castles, sound systems, stretch 
tents, and catering so that they are able 

Attention all good Samaritans
to eat and enjoy themselves, especially 
those who would otherwise go without.

At this stage, they are seeking as-
sistance from good Samaritans and 
partners who may be willing to support 

their organisation financially, so that 
they can continue and expand this im-
portant work.

Contact big Mike on 065 582 6007 if 
want to get involved.

Big Mike helps the community.

Pat Letona and Johnny Molefi.

Pat Letona, Gert Schalkwyk and QueenKay Manana seen at the handover 
of the schoolshoes.

School shoes 
for children
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