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Fatal 
Gauteng 
crash: 

Taxi driver 
to blame

Lentswe, Alabama - The Alabama community is ta-
king a stand against crime, particularly gender based 
violence, in the form of a peaceful demonstration on 
Monday January 26.

The protest will be held at the N12 circle (entrance 
of Ext 3 Alabama and Jouberton) and will proceed 
on the N12 to the entrance of Tower Mall.This is an 
organized march and the organizers have applied in 
terms of Gathering Act, 1993 ( Act no 5 of 1993) un-
der Section 3 of the Act. 

According to Ellen Ghina 
from Alabama, this march is 
in protest of the brutal kill-
ing of a Grade 11 learner 
and a 16 year old girl that 
was murdered by a foreign 
national. “There are many told and untold incidents 
as well as unresolved and cold cases that have played 
out in Alabama over the years. This is furthermore to 
express our collective pain, anger concern over the 
alarming high levels of crime, violence and the loss of 

innocent lives.’’
She said the North West MEC of Safety and Trans-

port Management, Wessels Morweng as well as the Dr 
Kenneth Kaunda Acting SAPS District Commissioner 
were invited to receive the memorandum. 

Their demands include a permanent police sta-
tion in Alabama and with immediate effect a satellite 
police station, increased police visibility in crime hot 
spots in Alabama, targeted operations against drug 

dealers and illegal weapons 
and closing down of drug 
houses, protection of vulner-
able women and children etc.

“We are inviting all com-
munity stakeholders, churches, 
organized business, NPO’s 

and NGO’s, civil society groups etc. to stand in soli-
darity and we plea to everyone to come in numbers to 
support the cause.’’

For more information contact the convener on 067 
875 3747 or Deputy Convener on 079 630 6982.

Alabama rises 
in protest 

over killings

“There are many told and untold 
incidents as well as unresolved and 
cold cases that have played out in 

Alabama over the years.”
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Lentswe, Stilfontein - To visit 
Kenya and actually stand on the 
equator was a dream come true 
for Sheila Bome from Stilfon-
tein.

This mom of two boys only 
read about the equator in text-
books learning Geography up 

to matric so to get the oppor-
tunity to visit Kenya was a once 
in a lifetime opportunity for 
her.

“Being a 100% village girl 
from Taung, the equator felt 
just like line-on-a-map thing - 
something abstract, something 

that I use to only imagine in my 
head. So the fact that I actually 
stood on it with my own feet is 
very special to me,’’ she told 
Lentswe.

Sheila works at the Stilfon-
tein police station. She visited 
Kenya last year.

STANDING ON 
THE EQUATOR

This moment captures Sheila posing at the Equator marker in Nanyuki, Kenya. Nanyuki is 
one of the towns in Kenya that the Earth’s equator line passes through. 

Sheila experienced being 
in both the Northern and 

Southern Hemispheres 
simultaneously.
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Lentswe, Kanana - Eight cattle were 
recovered during a police operation in 
Kanana.

The police arrested two men over the 
weekend in connection with a case of 
stock theft reported in the area.

The police supported by the Provin-
cial Crime Intelligence Overt Team, 
Provincial Criminal Record & Crime 
Scene Management and the Stilfontein 
Stock Theft and Endangered Species 
(STES) Unit arrested the men on Satur-
day January 17.

According to Const Thuto Bobelo, 
police spokesperson, Crime Intelli-
gence received information regarding 
the whereabouts of suspects linked to 
the theft of eight cattle in Kanana. 

Acting on this tip-off, police traced 
the suspects and found them in posses-

sion of eight cattle that they could not 
account for.

“The suspects were immediately ar-
rested and will be charged with posses-
sion of suspected stolen livestock. In 
addition, the suspects failed to provide 
valid identification documents and  
will therefore face further charges for 
contravention of the Immigration  
Act. 

“Both suspects, aged 36, were expect-
ed to appear in the Orkney Magistrates’ 
Court on Monday January 19.”

The Acting Provincial Commis- 
sioner, Major General (Dr) Ryno Nai-
doo, reminded livestock owners of 
cattle, sheep, goats and pigs, that it is 
compulsory to mark your livestock ac-
cording to the Animal Identification 
Act.

Cattle 
recovered 
in Kanana

Stolen cattle were recovered in Kanana.

Lentswe, Vanderbijlpark -  The 
tragic loss of 12 learners in a horrific 
Gauteng taxi accident has drawn 
sharp condemnation from Parlia-
ment, with Makhi Feni, Chairperson 
of the Select Committee on Educa-
tion, Sciences and the Creative In-
dustries, unequivocally labelling the 
incident as “pure criminality”.

The statement follows the emer-
gence of dash-cam footage revealing 
the reckless driving that led to the 
fatalities.

The shocking video, now circu-
lating on social media, depicts a 
14-seater minibus taxi attempting 
to overtake numerous vehicles on a 
narrow two-way road. In a desperate 
and ill-fated manoeuvre to avoid an 
oncoming vehicle, the driver veered 
off the road, resulting in a devastat-
ing collision that killed 12 learners 
on board.

“What is being shown on social 
media is pure criminality and no 
amount of punishment will be suf-
ficient enough to rehabilitate the 
driver or hold him accountable,” 
Feni stated, expressing the commit-
tee’s deep and heartfelt condolences 
to the grieving families. He further 
highlighted a pervasive issue: “What 
that driver did is the kind of driving 

our people are subjected to daily by 
taxi drivers.”

Feni did not mince words regard-
ing the broader context of taxi oper-
ations, criticizing the apparent lack 
of accountability within the industry. 
“It is unfortunate that it is this kind 
of hot heads that are responsible for 
the transportation of our people dai-
ly. And it is unfortunate that there is 
nothing the taxi associations could 
do as they hardly ever reflect or take 
accountability.”

The parliamentary chairperson 
urged law enforcement agencies to 
ensure the driver is held fully ac-
countable, even suggesting a poten-
tial lifetime ban from South Africa’s 
roads. This call for decisive action 
is amplified by revelations from the 
Gauteng Education MEC, who con-
firmed that the driver’s problematic 
behaviour had been previously re-
ported.

“It seems nothing will make taxi 
drivers change their behaviour and 
make them respect traffic laws,” Feni 
lamented, advocating for increased 
powers for the police to tackle such 
dangerous conduct. “The road 
network is a shared service which 
demands that drivers respect other 
road users.”

Parliament slams 
taxi driver’s 

actions in crash
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�e deadline for Rest In Peace 
and DIKITSISO is 10:00 on 
Wednesday. No late entries!

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - A staggering 
99 new cases of Male Urethritis Syn-
drome (MUS) have been reported 
across just two clinics in the Dr Ken-
neth Kaunda District, prompting 
an urgent public health warning 
from the North West Department of 
Health.

With Potchefstroom Clinic log-
ging 47 cases and Park Street Clinic 
in Klerksdorp CBD reporting 52, 
authorities are sounding the alarm 
about a concerning surge in this 
bacterial sexually transmitted infec-
tion (STI).

Philemon Maboe, Chief Director 
of District Health Services, is call-
ing on all sexually active members 
of the community to get tested and 
seek immediate treatment, even if 
they show no symptoms. “This is 
a major concern,” Maboe stated, 
highlighting the rapid increase in 
MUS diagnoses.

MUS, an inflammation of the 

urethra caused by bacteria, is a stark 
indicator of unprotected sexual 
activity and directly contributes to 
the spread of HIV. Maboe also 
stressed the serious consequences 
of untreated STIs, which can lead to 
devastating outcomes like stillbirths, 
neonatal death, and infertility.

To combat this escalating health 
issue, the department strongly 
advises clients, particularly men 
and youth, to attend testing and 
treatment with their partners. This 
collaborative effort is essential to 
prevent reinfection and the trans-
mission of new infections. All health 
facilities in the district offer readily 
available treatment and support.

The North West Department of 
Health reminds the public that STIs 
are preventable through abstinence, 
monogamy, and consistent safe sex 
practices, including the use of free 
condoms available at all health fa-
cilities.

Sassa 
payment 

dates
Lentswe, Klerksdorp - Sassa published 
the payment dates for February.

Older Persons Grant will be paid on 
February 3, Disability Grant on Februa-
ry 4 and Children’s Grants and all other 
grants on February 5.

Sassa has also outlined the correct 
procedure for beneficiaries who wish 
to change their banking details or pay-
ment method.

Beneficiaries must bring a valid 
South African ID and proof of account 
from their bank if the account is new, or 
a three-month bank statement if it is an 
old account.

They must then visit their nearest 
Sassa Local Office to complete a con-
sent form allowing Sassa to process the 
change request. They emphasised the 
importance of timing when submitting 
changes. “It is recommended for the 
change request to be made before the 
19th of every month,” Sassa said

Beneficiaries are encouraged to fol-
low the official process to avoid pay-
ment delays and ensure their grants are 
paid into the correct account.

You may have Male 
Urethritis Syndrome

Help find this man

Nqolovani Petrus Mafe has been missing since November 11 
last year. His family is appealing to readers to help find him. 
Contact Khothatso Mafe on 073 126 3930 of Tumelo Tsolo, 
060 556 0536, if you have any idea where he is. You can also 
contact the Jouberton police, 018 465 9302.

Visit the clinic or a GP to get tested.
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Lentswe, Klerksdorp - Residents of 
Matlosana are grappling with a deepen-
ing crisis of collapsing basic services, 
prompting the Democratic Alliance 
(DA) to condemn what it describes 
as “serious and ongoing governance 
failures by the ANC-led City of Mat-
losana.” 

A statement released by DA Cllr Piet 
Swart, highlights widespread electricity 
outages, persistent water shortages, and 
a complete breakdown in routine main-
tenance, painting a bleak picture for 
communities across the municipality.

Residents in Ward 15, particularly 
those in Meiringspark, are enduring 
frequent electricity interruptions and 
have faced days with little to no water, 
or critically low water pressure. This 
situation, is “unacceptable and under-
mines residents’ right to reliable basic 
services.”

The water woes extend to communi-
ties including Songloed, DeClerqville, 
Elandia, and Elandsheuvel, all supplied 
by a separate 6ML reservoir. These ar-
eas are reportedly “repeatedly affected 
by ongoing feeder pipe bursts,” leading 
to immense hardship.

The DA estimates that approximately 
2 500 households, two schools, and 
several local businesses are suffering 
from unreliable water supply, causing 
significant disruption to daily life and 
economic activity. This water crisis is 

not new, having persisted since mid-
December 2025, with the municipality 
allegedly failing to implement any “sus-
tainable, long-term solution.”

Beyond the critical utility failures, 
the DA statement points to a near-total 
absence of routine maintenance across 
Ward 15. This neglect manifests in:
n Dangerous and unrepaired pot-

holes scarring the roads.
n Overgrown grass and neglected 

public parks.
n A lack of essential tree pruning, 

contributing to power outages even 
during mild winds.
n The municipality’s failure to prop-

erly rehabilitate roads after pipe bursts, 
compounding infrastructure damage.

The DA asserts that these cumula-
tive failures place “unnecessary strain 
on households, disrupts schooling, and 
harms local economic activity.” 

In response to the escalating crisis, 
the DA has called on the Executive 
Mayor and the Municipal Manager to 
“immediately stabilise water and elec-
tricity supply, implement a permanent 
solution to recurring feeder pipe fail-
ures, and restore routine maintenance 
services across Ward 15.”

The people of Matlosana cannot be 
expected to live without basic services 
while poor planning and weak leader-
ship continue to hold communities 
back,” said Cllr Swart.

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - Shocking 
hygiene violations, including live 
crabs found in a refrigerator, raw fro-
zen meat left directly on the floor in 
butchery areas, and the discovery of 
fake branded clothing for sale, were 
uncovered during a special cleanup 
operation by the Matlosana Munici-
pality on Friday January 16.

The raid at the taxi rank used 
for commuters to Tigane in the 
Noorkom Centre in North Street, 
Klerksdorp led to two premises be-
ing immediately prohibited from 
trading due to severe non-compli-
ance and poor hygiene.

The operation, part of the City’s 
ongoing efforts to enforce municipal 
by-laws and national legislation, was 
led by Steven Mpato, Assistant Direc-
tor for Fire and Rescue Services, 
alongside various law enforcement 
and compliance teams. Its primary 

objective was to promote public 
health, safety, and a clean trading 
environment for commuters, resi-
dents, and visitors.

During the extensive sweep, of-
ficials identified and confiscated a 
significant quantity of expired food 
items, which posed a serious health 
risk to consumers. Beyond the 
alarming food handling practices, 
including the explicit visual evidence 
of live crabs in a fridge and raw meat 
on the floor, authorities also discov-
ered the sale of counterfeit branded 
clothing.

In addition to the immediate 
closure of two businesses, two un-
documented foreign nationals were 
apprehended during the operation 
and are currently being processed in 
line with relevant legal procedures.

Ntswaki Makgetha, municipal 
spokesperson, said the municipality 

reiterates its firm com-
mitment to protecting 
consumer health and 
safety. Law enforcement 
teams remain resolute 
in their mandate to act  
decisively against prac-
tices that endanger the  
well-being of the pu-
blic. Business owners  
operating within the 
municipality are strong-
ly urged to comply with 
all municipal by-laws 
and national regula-
tions, including health, 
safety, and immigration 
requirements. 

She confirmed that 
similar operations will 
be conducted across 
Matlosana to uphold 
the rule of law and 
safeguard the interests 
of all residents and 
visitors.

Service crisis 
escalating in 

ward 15

City shuts down 
taxi-rank shops

Two undocumented foreign nationals are taken to 
the police station for processing.



Dikitsiso
 February 7: DRKK District Jazz Foundation’s AGM, 
co-hosted by Miles Ahead Jazz Club and Realizing 
Jazz Club. Time: 12:00.  Venue: Tshing Ventersdorp 
Ext 4 Hall. Lekker Dobble Immediately after meeting. 
All Jazz lovers, Jazz diggers, patrons, appreciators are 
invited to attend. Free entrance. Cooler box allowed. 
Food and drinks will be sold. Attire: smart casual. 
Enquiries: Sukudisa Modise, 061 383 4860, and Ray-
mond Nong, 072 666 0754.

 February 28: NW Jazz Foundation’s AGM with 
NMM. Time: 12:00. Venue: Lobsnel Car Wash Enter-
tainment Centre, next to Mmabatho Tusk Mahikeng. 
Lekker Dobble immediately after meeting. All Jazz 
lovers, Jazz diggers, patrons, appreciators are invited 
to attend. Free entrance. Cooler box allowed. Food 
and drinks will be sold. Attire: smart casual. Enquir-
ies: Groovy NMM, 073 201 9988. 

Motlalepule Abram 
Banda (63) of 19376 Ext 

19, Jouberton, will be 
laid to rest on January 
24. The service will be 
conducted at home at 

07:00.
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Reginah Nongazi Zicina 
(72) of Z343 Ext 3, 

Seboni Street, Jouberton, 
will be laid to rest on 

January 24. The service 
will be held at AME 

Church SP Marogane 
Dawn at 07:00.

Mxolisi Vinon 
Nqxangane (69) of 5177 

Juba Street, Kanana, 
will be laid to rest on 
Saturday January 24. 
The service will be 

conducted at Mokati 
Hall at 08:00.

Matshidiso Violet 
Maboitshege (57) of 

Taung Manthe Moseja, 
will be laid to rest on 

January 24. The service 
will be held at home at 

07:00.

Rev Pega Jan Ditshane 
(67) of 551, Letsopa 

Township, Ottosdal, will 
be laid to rest 
on January 24. 

The service will be 
conducted at AFM 
Church at 07:00.

Ntlangaiyiso Heaven 
“Stlamatlama” 

Mtshamba (46) of 13399 
Ext 11, Ntlanganenewe 

Street, Jouberton, will be 
laid to rest on January 
24. The service will be 
held at home at 07:00.

Mpeyabo Ernest Lan-
dela (74) of 561 13th Str, 
Ext 1, Jouberton, will be 
laid to rest on January 
24. The service will be 

at True Word Ministries 
Church, Jouberton 

Hostel at 08:00.

Thabo David Maanya 
(77) of 1960 J Mokoena 
Street, Kanana, will be 
laid to rest on January 

24. The service will 
be held at African 

Presbyterian Church at 
07:00.

Badirang Maria 
Selebano (49) of 24022 

Ext 21, Jouberton, 
will be laid to rest on 

January 24. The service 
will be held at home at 

07:00.

Peter “Ocean” “Kit” 
Skhonyane (54) of 

X46 Pheletso Street, 
Jouberton, will be laid to 
rest on January 24. The 
service will be held at 

home at 07:30.

Motlalepule Meriam 
Kalane (80) of 609 

Mafohla Street, Kanana, 
will be laid to rest on 

January 24. The service 
will be held at Ikageng 

Disability Centre at 
07:00.

Miekie Ennie “Mammy” 
Marwele (44) of 5614 

Ext 17, Hartbeesfontein, 
2600, will be laid to 

rest on January 24. The 
service will be held at 
home (Tefloop Tigane) 

at 07:30 to 09:30.

Botlhoko Josuah 
Mashiya (96) of X432, 

Ext 2, Jouberton, will be 
laid to rest on January 
24. The service will be 
held at New Church of 

Southern Africa (next to 
Rex flats) at 07:00.

Seitlholo “Thabo” David 
Masekoa (63) of 4004 
Serape Street, Ext 4, 

Kanana, will be laid to 
rest on January 24. The 

service will be at 32 
Masekoa Str, Ga-Motlatla 

Village at 07:00.
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Classifieds

Please take note that 
the deadline for Rest In Peace 

is 9:00 on Wednesday.  
No late entries will be 

accepted!!

GOLDFIELDS PAWNSHOP. We 
give instant cash in your hand 
for tools, silver and gold jewel-
lery, electronics, furniture, 
etc. Just bring your proof of 
identity. We do purchases, 
buy backs, and lay-by’s. We 
collect and pay; Ts&Cs apply. 
018 464 3911 / 076 284 9678.

01849 12/12-27/02
SAFE abortion pills. Whatsapp 

Lesego: 076 208 1111.
01883 16/01-06/02

Thirty learners of Diphetogo Primary School in Jouberton received a 
generous donation of school uniforms, shoes and school bags with goodies 
inside on Monday January 19 from the Mosetlhi family.

Gifts for elated learners

DISCLAIMER: 
Readers are advised to use their own 

discretion when responding to adverts, 
as it is the customer’s responsibility to 

verify the advertisers’ credentials prior to 
making payments for any goods or services 
received. Lentswe will not be held liable for 

any transactions made.
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Lentswe, Lebaleng  - The Ma-
kwassie township buzzed with 
excitement as junior teams 
gathered in huge numbers 
at Lebaleng Stadium for the 
Maqwasi Hills Football Festival, 
hosted by Tee Metshameko 
in partnership with the Local 
Football Association (LFA).

The event took place on Sat-
urday January 17. 

The trophy and medal win-
ners are Black Wadada FC u13 

champions from Wolmarans-
stad, and Paris Napoli from 
Lebaleng who also took top 
honours in the u15 division. 

Their talent and sportsman-
ship set a new benchmark for 
youth football in the area.

The organisers thank all the 
coaches who dedicated their 
time and energy to train and 
support these young players, 
helping them shine on the 
field. 

A big shout-out to every 
team that participated: your 
enthusiasm and competitive 
spirit made this tournament 
unforgettable.

They also thank the LFA 
Executive and Future Stars 
Executive who restored the 
soccer poles, while the munici-
pality’s grader team prepared 
the pitch perfectly. A special 
thanks also to LFA chairper-
son, Mohau Mokgele.

Matlosana Chess Academy and Legae laditshimo-
logo hosted a successful tournament at the 
Ledibeng Centre (Roman Catholic Church, Jou-
berton) last month. The event drew participants 
from Sebokeng, Khuma, and Wolmaransstad, 
showcasing the growing interest in chess in 
the region. The tournament saw enthusiastic 
participation across three sections, with winners 
as follows: Mafabatho Thapelo (A section), 
Siyabonga Mokobe (B section) and Bongani 
Sekonyela (C section u12). Seen are Maphasa 
Faku, MCA president, Bongani Sekonyela, 
Bokamoso Tsotetsi, Rethabile Noge and Mr 
Monei from Legae laditshimologo npc.

Paris Napoli, u15 champions. Black Wadada, u13 champions.

Football shines 
at Lebaleng
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