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Lentswe, Kanana - A serial rapist 
received a long enough sentence to 
keep him in jail until he is very old.

Two life terms and additional 48 
years imprisonment were handed 
down to Elias Thejane (39) by the 
Klerksdorp Sexual Offences Region-
al Court, for raping three women 
in Kanana between December 2012 
and October 2014.

Colonel Adéle Myburgh, police 
spokesperson, said in the first inci-
dent, he met the then 19 year-old 
woman in the street, in December 
2012, and threatened her with a 
knife. He robbed her of her cell-
phone before raping her. He then 
fled. 

“In the second incident on Sep-
tember 1, 2014, two women, then 
aged 15 and 19, were on their way to 

X-Section when confronted by four 
unknown males armed with pangas 
near the taxi rank. The accused 
caught the victims and dragged 
them to a house where two of the 
men including Thejane, raped them. 
The suspects later attempted to con-
vince the women to accompany them 
to the nearby tavern, but failed. The 
women stayed in the house and man-
aged to escape the next day.”

In the third incident at around 
04:00 on October 19 that same year, 
Thejane forcefully entered a house 
and found three women inside. He 
forced one of the women to tie an 
elderly woman with shoelaces. He 
went on to rob the second woman of 
her money and cell phone and raped 
the third one. Thejane left the place 
after taking some groceries.

Following a lengthy an extensive 
investigation by Provincial Serial 
and Electronic Crime Investigation 
(SECI) unit, the convict was arrest-
ed on October 9 2015. Despite being 
released on bail, he was rearrested 
and sentenced on a separate case of 
burglary and two counts of rape in 
Bothaville. The accused was sen-
tenced as follows:

Count 1: Robbery with aggravat-
ing circumstances - eight years im-
prisonment

Count 2: Rape - ten years impris-
onment

Count 3: Rape - Life imprison-
ment

Count 4: Rape - Life imprison-
ment

Count 5: Housebreaking - Five 
years imprisonment

Count 6: Sexual Assault - six years 
imprisonment

Count 7: Robbery - three years im-
prisonment

Count 8: Robbery - three years im-
prisonment

Count 9: Robbery - three years im-
prisonment

Count 10: 2 cases of Rape - ten 
years imprisonment

Major General (Dr) Naidoo com-
mended the Investigating Officer, 
Sgt Omphemetse Babuile of Provin-
cial SECI, and the Prosecutor, Adv 
Wilma Cordier, and all other role 
players for their collaborative efforts 
that led to securing of the sentence, 
which was imposed on the accused a 
few days before the commencement 
of 16 Days of Activism for No Vio-
lence Against Women and Children. 

Rapist will get old in jail

A farewell function for Rev Jonas 
Sephai and mother Kay Sephai 
took place as they retired from 
ministry at St Anne Anglican 
Church in Stilfontein. They 
were serving a full decade in 
His calling. Vera Malefane 
(organizer), Charles Mzungu, 
Manoto Moruti, Thabo Sephai, 
Rev Julio Moholove, Zanele 
Moholove, Charlotte Melela, 
Dinah Tladi, Motlalepule 
Lekgetho, Conny Mokoena, 
Makini Khumalog, Lerato 
Sephai, Sister Williams, Veronica 
Mphetsheni, Violet Sawule and 
Mary Jane Melamu attended.

 Help fi nd this man
Ngolovani Petrus Mafe went missing on November 11, and his family is worried sick. 
Contact Khothatso Mafe (073 126 3930) or Tumelo Tsolo on 060 556 0536 if you know 
of his whereabouts. You can also contact Cst Craucamp from Jouberton Detectives. 



2 • lentswe FRIDAY,  21  novembeR  2025

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - Strange 
to think that something as sim-
ple as a white cane, can bring 
freedom to a disabled person.

In a move to observe Disabi-
lity Rights Awareness Month 
(DRAM), the Office of the Exe-
cutive Mayor has responded 
to the long-standing plea of a 
Khuma resident, providing a 
critical tool for his indepen-
dence.

Hendrick Molato, a 43-year-
old resident of Ward 34 in 
Khuma, has been totally blind 

for over 10 years. His call for 
assistance was answered by the 
Office of the Executive Mayor, 
through the initiative of the 
Disability Desk led by Ditto 
Maine.

They organised a white cane 
for him to significantly en-
hance his freedom of mobility.

This white cane is consi-
dered a “game-changer” in 
the life of the young man. It 
will not only help him navigate 
safely by detecting obstacles 
and landmarks, but also serves 

as an internationally recog-
nised symbol to alert others of 
his condition as a visually im-
paired person.

Acknowledging the high 
level of poverty that afflicts 
many people with disabilities 
in the region, the Office of the 
Executive Mayor also donated 
essential groceries to assist Mo-
lato and his family. 

Lentswe, Kanana - The police request the 
community’s assistance in locating the 54-year-
old John Malebo Mvelase who has been miss-
ing since 2022.

He was last seen by his 
daughter when he travelled 
to his home in Ext 15 at 
about 16:00 on Friday July 
25, 2022.

“According to information 
received, Mvelase lives alone 
and is not mentally stable. 
When his daughter visited 
him the next day, he was not 
found,” said Const Thuto 
Bobelo, police spokesperson. 

A search was conducted 
around Kanana without any 
positive feedback. 

Extensive investigations were done and all 
leads were followed up with no success. 

At the time of his disappearance, he was 
wearing black trousers  
with red stripes, brown 
sneakers and a grey jac-
ket. 

He is black in complex-
ion, tall and slender and 
has short grey and black 
hair. 

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding his wherea-
bouts can contact the In- 
vestigating Officer, Sgt 
Thembani Mvala, on 
072 703 3657, your local 
police station or Crime 
Stop on 08600 10111.

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - The 
South African Social Securi-
ty Agency (Sassa) will pay its 
twelfth social grants this year to 
beneficiaries in the first week of 
December.

With the official dates for 
payments now out, Sassa has 
requested beneficiaries not to 
rush to collect on the first day, 
as funds will remain available in 
their accounts until needed.

The dates for grant payments 
are as follows: 

Old Age Grant: December 2; 
Disability Grant: December 

3;  
Child grants: December 4.

Mayor’s office reach  
out to blind man

Ditto Maine (left) with 
Hendrick Molato.

Missing since 2022

Sassa payment dates
Have you seen this man?
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Lentswe, Klerksdorp - The 
Democratic  All iance has 
voiced sharp condemnation 
against the Matlosana Muni-
cipality for what it calls a 
neglect of duty, citing the fai- 
lure to provide municipal wor- 
kers with essential tools and 
adequate safety measures re-
quired to execute their daily 
tasks.

Ward Councillor Lourens 
Cromhout stated that the mu-
nicipality’s apparent disregard 
for the basic needs of its em-
ployees is creating a crisis of 
productivity and morale.

“The failure of the muni-
cipality to provide workers 
with the basic tools and safety 
measures they need to per-
form their duties effectively is 
concerning,” said Cllr Crom-
hout. “Workers without proper 

equipment are unable to carry 
out their tasks efficiently, lead-
ing to low productivity and 
morale. Being asked to per-
form a job without the right 
tools is not only frustrating 
but also counterproductive, 
reflecting a broader disregard 
for the welfare of employees.”

Cllr Cromhout highlighted 
that the lack of proper safety 
protocols is equally alarming, 
particularly the absence of on-
site safety personnel.

“Equally concerning is the 
absence of a safety representa-
tive on site, leaving employees 
exposed to hazards that could 
easily be mitigated,” he stated. 
“Safety representatives are es-
sential to ensure compliance 
with regulations and to pre-
vent accidents and injuries.”

The DA councillor stressed 

that this situation goes beyond 
mere administrative oversight, 
pointing to the long-term eco- 
nomic and ethical implica-
tions. “While budget con-
straints are often cited, invest-
ing in tools and proper safety 
measures is not an expense, it 
is an investment in a capable, 
productive, and protected 
workforce,” Cllr Cromhout 
argued. “The failure to prior-
itize these critical elements of 
worker welfare is both a man-
agement and moral failing 
that tarnishes the municipal-
ity’s leadership.”

Cllr Cromhout concluded 
with a commitment to the 
municipal staff: “Workers in 
Matlosana deserve support, 
protection, and respect, and 
the DA will continue to fight 
for them.”

City is failing its 
workers

Working late night on a job without proper equipment can be a hassle. 
Photo supplied.
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�e deadline for 
Herbalists/Healers 
is 16:00 on Tues-

day. NO LATE EN-
TRIES WILL BE 

ACCEPTED!! 

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - The Shoprite 
Group, South Africa’s largest private 
employer, has rolled out an advanced 
digital recruitment platform designed 
to connect people with jobs in their own 
communities.  

By matching candidates to stores 
close to their homes, it makes it easier 
to apply for jobs, cuts travel costs and 
reduces safety risks - while at the same 
time giving hiring managers faster ways 
to find the right people.  

In a country struggling with a severe 
unemployment crisis, the Shoprite 
Group says it is committed to economic 
growth and betterment through job 
creation. The Group created 8 723 new 
jobs this past financial year and is on 
track to sustain this trajectory. 

Innovative digital tools play an im-
portant supportive role in the Group’s 
drive to hire new talent and 
start long-term careers.  

The Group’s internal tar-
get is to hire employees who 
live within 15 km of a store, 
but with the help of this 
new technology, the cur-
rent average is just 7 km. It 
reduces the time and money 
employees spend travelling, 
strengthens retention, and 
helps ensure jobs are more 
accessible to people in the 
communities the Group 
serves.  

For applicants, the system 
streamlines the hiring 
process and makes inter-
views more accessible. For 
recruiters, it standardises 

assessments, accelerates screening and 
scheduling, and creates a local talent 
pool.  

The in-house system is the result of 
a multi-year project brought to life by a 
local, supported by Shoprite Next Capi-
tal, the Group’s enterprise and supplier 
development division.  

SMME, OTB Group (OTB), sup-
ported by Shoprite Next Capital, the 
Group’s enterprise and supplier deve- 
lopment division.

After identifying OTB as the pre-
ferred local tech partner, Shoprite 
Next Capital provided milestone-based 
funding to get the undertaking off the 
ground. This investment enabled OTB 
to expand its team, meet the Group’s 
deployment deadlines, and develop a 
scalable solution tailored to the retail-
er’s needs.  

“Our new recruitment platform 
addresses a critical need for greater job 
access. In developing this platform, the 
Shoprite Group specifically sought out 
a South African SMME to digitalise the 
hiring process for all our supermarkets. 
By actively supporting OTB in fulfilling 
this business need, we are expanding 
our efforts to assist small suppliers 
beyond our retail operations, and to 
help power our retail operations,” says 
Maude Modise, Enterprise and Go- 
vernment Relations Executive at the 
Shoprite Group.  

The project has already created at 
least six permanent jobs within OTB, 
while including hosting, security and 
support partners that have generated a 
further 12 indirect jobs. This is just one 
example of how the Group prioritises 
partnering with local suppliers.  

“As South Africa’s 
largest private employ-
er, we recognise that 
our almost 170 000 
employees are not the 
only people impacted 
by our retail opera- 
tions. It is imperative 
that we continue  
being deliberate in our 
support of small busi-
nesses to help grow the 
economy, and, in this 
case, to develop a re-
cruitment platform that 
enables us to provide 
jobs closer to home, in 
the very communities 
that we serve,” says 
Modise.

Normal 
meter 

reading 
to resume 

soon
Lentswe, Klerksdorp - The Finance 
Department trained 50 new meter 
readers who will resume meter read-
ings on December 1.

According to the Matlosana Mu-
nicipality, the training included es-
sential topics such as meter reading 
techniques, safety procedures, and 
customer service skills. Accurate 
meter reading is vital for timely and 
correct billing.

Residents are advised to be aware 
of these new meter readers, who are 
currently in the field completing 
their training. Meter readings are 
scheduled to resume on December 
1 2025.

Residents are still encouraged to 
submit their meter readings via the 
following methods:

- WhatsApp: 068 353 6788  
- Email: readings@matlosana.org  
Note that these contacts are des-

ignated only for meter readings. 
There will be no responses to your 
messages, as the information will be 
directly entered into the system.

Stay close to your work

Get a job closer to home.

• Promotional Article
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Lentswe, Jouberton - The Khayalethu Pri-
mary School hosted a successful Grade R 
parents event this week.

The Grade R Teacher presented a Ro-
botics Day where parents, teachers, and 
learners gathered to explore the exciting 
world of robotics and technology. The 
NWU collaborated on the event.

Community builder Rethabile Ngwenya 
was also in attendance, motivating and 

encouraging young minds to embrace in-
novation and future-ready skills.

The school principal delivered an in-
spiring speech highlighting the impor-
tance of robotics in education, and the 
University of North West conducted an 
engaging presentation that left learners 
excited and inspired.

Learners from Grade R, 6 and 7 partici-
pated.

Thapelo Wesi, via email - I am 
writing to raise a serious and long-
standing concern that has affected 
our community in Kanana for 
years, and continues to this day 
without proper resolution.

I live in MoholoBela Street, 
Kanana, where our section of the 
street constantly experiences pow-
er outages while the opposite side 
has electricity. 

Eskom teams occasionally come 
out, and the power returns for 
a few hours, but as soon as they 
leave, we are back to square one - 
total darkness again.

We are now on the third day 
without electricity, and this has 
become a daily struggle for many 
residents, including workers, stu-
dents, and families. The situation 

is damaging our appliances due 
to unstable power returns and 
constant outages. What’s most 
frustrating is the complete lack of 
communication and transparency 
from Eskom or the responsible of-
ficials.

It is starting to feel like neglect 
or corruption, because this prob-
lem affects only one side of the 
same street, yet it has persisted for 
years with no lasting solution. We 
have reported it many times, but 
nothing permanent is ever done.

We are appealing to you to 
please investigate this matter and 
help us expose what is happening. 
Our community deserves answers 
and accountability from Eskom 
and the authorities responsible for 
service delivery in Kanana.

Members of the Kosh SAPS Elderly Club 
visited Nelspruit from November 7 to 10. The 
travellers are Koketse Manyane, Jeff Lerefolo, 

Mercy Mofolo, Motlalepule Ramosa, Thandi 
Sedumedi, Selina Tshwabi, Nthabiseng Lerefolo, 

Girlie Seiphetlho, Willy Qala, Nonki Mazenyo, 
Kedibone Majaja, Rachel Maropo, Brenda 

Molefi and Poppy Lerefolo.

Residents 
struggling with 

electricity

An interesting event at Khayalethu Primary School in Jouberton.

Youngsters enjoy 
Robotic Day

SAPS 
elderly visit 

Lowveld
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Machotyane Fikile Buti-
buti (62) of 4426, Ext 7, 
East Jouberton, will be 

laid to rest on November 
22. The service will be 

at the Old Apostolic 
Church (7 East).

Enoch “Bra Ace” Moroe  
(72) of House 1778 24th  
Str, Ext 1, Jouberton, 
will be laid to rest on 

November 22. The ser-
vice will be at Maranatha 

Reformed Church at 
07:00.

Nnuku Jane Seipato 
(77) of 1069 Ext 1, 

Jouberton, will be laid 
to rest on November 22. 
The service will be held 

at home at 07:00.

Poloko Ngakane (26) of 
16539 Ext 16, Jouberton, 

will be laid to rest on 
November 22. The 

service will be held at 
Sedibeng Grace Centre 

Church at 07:00.

Rethabile Makwene 
(25) of 15992 Ext 15, 

Jouberton, will be laid 
to rest on November 
22. The service will 

be conducted at AFM 
Jouberton (Tankeng) at 

07:00.

Boyisile Andrew Mcoho 
(70) of 16038 Ext 15,  
Mammelo Str, Jouber-
ton, will be laid to rest 

on November 22 at 
home at 07:00.

Tshiamo Nkabe Nchang 
(24) of X1403 Kaibe Str, 
Jouberton, will be laid 

to rest on November 22. 
The service will be held 
at Jouberton Community 

Hall at 06:30.

Thato Macdonald 
Motemekoane (45) of 
X1874 Crutse Street, 

Jouberton, will be laid 
to rest on November 

22. The service will be 
conducted at home at 

07:00.

Phori Petrus Mokoena 
(86) of 16119 Ext 15, 

Jouberton, will be laid 
to rest on November 22 
at the Ethopian Church 

Ext 10 at 07:00.

Leroy Thato Tsetsero 
(37) of Ext 2, X682 

Moabi Street, Jouberton, 
will be laid to rest on 

November 22. The 
service will be held at 
home at 07:00 - 09:00.

Mathqbo Justina Jilimba 
(59) of 3114 Kopanong 
Road Ext 7, Jouberton, 
will be laid to rest on 

November 22. The 
service will be held at St 
Peters Catholic Church, 

Ext 6 at 07:00.

Nonhlopheko Suzan 
(Hlahla) Xekwana (66) 

of 1744 Ranong Str, 
Khuma, will be laid to 
rest on November 22 at 

home at 07:00.

KediemetseTalitha Tshi- 
ponyane (66) of 585 
Chele Str, Kanana, 

2619, will be buried 
on November 22 at 
Methodist Church, 
Kanana at 07:00.

Phakiso Moeketsi 
Andries Lesehyeho (29) 

of X8149, Dikolobe 
Street, Kanana, will be 

laid to rest on November 
22. The service will be 
conducted at home at 

07:00.

Kedinetse Mmabatsi 
Martha Mothibedi (86) 
of Ganalagte Moloka 

Section, will be buried 
on November 22 at St 

Augusten Anglican 
Church at 06:30.

Johannes Motihabane 
Mongwabone (65) of 694  
Mogolori Str, Ext 6, Jou- 

berton, will be buried 
on November 22 at St 

Peters Roman Catholic 
Church at 07:00.

Seipati Moroesi Nkojoa 
(45) of X2265 Mosime 

Street, Ext 2, Jouberton, 
Klerksdorp, will be laid 
to rest on November 22. 
The service will be held 
at NG Kerk (Near Police 

Station) at 07:00.

Tsebo Stephen Ntia (73) 
of 18076 Ext 17, Thuto 

Boswa Street, Jouberton, 
will be laid to rest on 

November 22 at home at 
08:00.
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Please take note that 
the deadline for Rest 
In Peace is 9:00 on 
Wednesday. No late 

entries will be accepted!!

DISCLAIMER: 
Readers are advised to use their own discretion when responding to adverts, as 
it is the customer’s responsibility to verify the advertisers’ credentials prior to 
making payments for any goods or services received. Lentswe will not be held 

liable for any transactions made.

Dikitsiso
 November 23: Former residents of Afrikaner and Barbar-
sco mine are invited to a meeting at the Auditorium Hall at 

08:00. The agenda includes explanation and feedback. More 
information from: 072 205 9892.

Lerato Lovemonica 
Motlhbane (52) of 4064 

Ext 7, Lehlati Street, 
Jouberton, will be laid 

to rest on November 22. 
The service will be held 

at Assemblies of God 
Church (Ext 7) at 07:30. 
(Funeral conducted by 

Avbod Klerksdorp).

Orapeleng Fannie 
Molelekeng (60) 
of 23356, Ext 10, 

Jouberton, will be laid 
to rest on November 22. 
The service will be held 

at home at 07:00.

Thomas Butiki Misele 
(85) of X1069 Make Str, 
Ext 2, Jouberton, will be 
laid to rest on November 
22. The service will be 
held at Old Methodist 

Church at 07:00.

Tseko Franses Rajoele 
(39) of 22870 Ext 22, 

Jouberton, will be laid 
to rest on November 

22. The service will be 
conducted at home at 

07:00.

Bulelani Johnson Pitso 
(42) of 16958 Ext 16, 
David Webster Street, 
Jouberton, will be laid 
to rest on November 
22. The service will 

be conducted at home 
at 09:00. (Funeral 

conducted by Avbob 
Klerksdorp).

Esinalo Pertunia “Two” 
Mokgabise (3) of 22790 
Ext 22, Sekoti Street, 
will be laid to rest on 

November 22. The 
service will be held at 

home at 07:00.

Vuyelwa Sellwane Mpindo (89) 
of 7484 Kgotso Street, Kanana, 
will be laid to rest on November 
22. The service will be held 
at NG Church Phatsima near 
Mangalaza Street at 08:00.
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ATTENTION 
SPORT CLUBS

Lentswe wants to publish your sport results.  All sports are cov-
ered. We appeal to all chairpersons and media representatives to 
contact us. Send your results and a photograph to Lentswe, and 

we will publish it. Email to sport@klerksdorprecord.co.za 

NEEM KENNIS | TAKE NOTE
Neem asb. kennis dat Lentswe se laaste uitgawe vir 2025 op Donderdag 18 Desember sal verskyn.

Eerste uitgawe vir 2026 verskyn op Donderdag 15 Januarie 2026.
Please take note that the last edition for Lentswe 2025 will appear on Thursday 18 December.

The first edition for 2026 will appear on Thursday 15 January 2026.  

 Navrae / Queries 
( 018 492 0221

RKG Karate shines 
at platinum champs

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - Stu-
dents of Ryu Kyu Karate com-
peted at the Platinum Martial 
Arts & WUKF Provincial Chal-
lenge Championships, held in 
Rustenburg at the Excalibur 
Boutique Hotel.

Sensei Nathen Olivier was 
one of the big drawcards with 
the semi contact low kick 16-
17 years championship title on 
the line. 

As the new semi contact low 
kick champion for 2025 he also 
received gold for the semi low 
kick 13-16 years, gold for semi 
contact close combat 16-17 
years, silver for close combat 
13-16 years, silver kata, bronze 
kumite, and bronze for grap-
pling. The event saw 312 com-
petitors.

Nathen is second on the ki- 
happ ranking list. Sensai 
Marko Blignaut received gold 

for kumite; silver for kata; sil-
ver for point sparing, and sil-
ver for continuous sparing. 

Tumi Kidamile received gold 
for kumite, and bronze for kata 
and he also served as a table 
official.

Ruben else received silver 
for kumite, Kaylee Emdin 
received bronze for kata and 
bronze for kumite (also served 
as a table official), and lwazi 
Sskhosana received silver for 
kumite.

Rkg Karate placed overall 
seventh on the Kihapp rank-
ings with six students out of 15 
dojos that took part. 

Nathen had a great year with 
11 gold medals, eight silver, 
five bronze with five national 
titles and two international 
titles. 

The dojo took 34 gold, 21 
silver and ten bronze medals.

Ruben Else, Lwazi Skhosana, Tumi Kedamile, Senpai Marko Blignaut, Kaylee Emdin and 
Sensei Nathen Olivier competed at the Platinum Martial Arts & WUKF Provincial Challenge 
Championships in Rustenburg.
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