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Sexual offenders jailed 
across North West

Lentswe, Klerksdorp -  The Acting 
Provincial Commissioner of the North 
West, Major General (Dr) Ryno Naidoo, 
has welcomed a series of prison sen-
tences handed down to sexual offenders 
in the province between October and 
November 2025, saying the convictions 
show decisive action toward protecting 
communities.

Police spokesperson Col Adele My-
burgh provided details of the cases, 

which span courts in Klerksdorp, Vry-
burg and Mmabatho, and involve both 
adult and juvenile suspects.

In Klerksdorp, serial rapist Elias 
Thejane (39) was sentenced by the Sex-
ual Offences Regional Court to two life 
terms plus an additional 48 years for 
rapes committed in Kanana between 
December 2012 and October 2014. 
Thejane was arrested in October 2015 
after an extensive investigation by the 

Provincial Serial and Electronic Crime 
Investigation (SECI) unit. He had pre-
viously been released on bail but was 
later rearrested and convicted on a 
separate case involving burglary and 
two counts of rape in Bothaville.

In Vryburg, Jeffrey Dikgwatle (26) 
received a life sentence from the local 
magistrate’s court for raping a 24-year-
old woman in July 2019. The conviction 
followed an incident in Huhudi where 

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - Christmas 
has come early for a young boy 
from Jouberton Extension 22 
when he received a brand new 
wheelchair. 

The 5-year-old Orapeleng Mai-
mane could not contain his hap-
piness when he received his new 
wheels. He never had a proper 
wheelchair.

The Office of the Executive 
Mayor of Matlosana in partner-
ship with Klerksdorp/Tshepong 
Hospital’s Occupational Therapy 
Unit handed over the wheelchair 
on Tuesday December 2. 

The handover was held at Tshe-
pong Hospital as part of the Disa-
bility Rights Awareness Month led 
by Dito Maine from the mayor’s 
office.

the victim was attacked while walking 
home from a party.

A teenager was sentenced to 16 years 
by the Mmabatho Child Justice Court. 
The charges relate to separate incidents 
last year in which young boys were at-
tacked; the cases were brought after the 
victims or their families reported the 
crimes.

Other verdicts: Three additional 
accused were handed a combined 47 
years for offences committed in Ika-
geng, Setlagole and Letlhabile between 
May 2015 and March 2025.

In all the cases reported, courts de-
clared the convicted persons unfit to 
possess firearms and ordered that their 
names be added to the National Regis-
ter for sexual offenders.

The provincial police described 
the sentences as a signal that sexual 
violence will be vigorously prosecuted. 
They reiterated calls for survivors and 
witnesses to report offences so that in-
vestigations can proceed and perpetra-
tors brought to justice.

If you or someone you know needs 
support, contact local SAPS stations, 
social services or health facilities for as-
sistance. 

New wheelchair an early 
Christmas present

Dito Maine with Orapeleng 
Maimane and a representative 
of the Klerksdorp/Tshepong 
Hospital’s Occupational 
Therapy Unit. 



2 • lentswe FRIDAY,  5  DecembeR  2025

By MAMELLO RAMABELE

Lentswe, Tigane - In the quiet township of Tigane, a young 
poet is crafting verses that speak to the soul of a generation. 

Hlonolofatso Mmokela, a 20 year-old aspiring writer, is using 
poetry not only as a form of self-expression but as a powerful 
tool to confront societal issues and personal struggles.

Mmokela is currently working on his debut anthology titled 
‘’The Deaf Hear, The Blind Will See’’.

He told Lentswe his journey into poetry began in 2023 dur-
ing his Grade 11 year, when he was inspired to write Setswana 
poems.

“Later I decided to write in English as well. Although I was 
focused on my studies, I used to write during my free time. This 
year I have poured my sweat, blood and tears into my writing 
because I love it, it’s my talent.’’

His anthology will feature 27 poems, including titles such as 
‘’Survivor’s struggle, Hopeless Mother, and Real is Rare If I’’. 
These works reflect deeply personal themes and societal com-

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - The SASSA payment 
dates for January may cause slight disruption 
in the grant receiving schedules of many 
beneficiaries due to the start of the month, 
which includes many traditional or New Year 
holidays.

SASSA advises recipients to collect their 
timely payments from the bank account they’ve 
registered with SASSA. If you collect your pay-
ment the next day or after 24 hours of official 
disbursement, you’ll get your payment smooth-
ly because the systems usually get busy on the 
first day.

The Old Age grant will be paid on January 6, 
the disability grant on January 8 and the child 
support grant also on January 8.

Payment Withdrawal Precautions
n Avoid if you can, withdrawing your pay-

ments from ATMs OR banks at peak times, it 
will help you avoid massive crowds.
n Try to choose ATMs installed in safe plac-

es, and avoid late-night withdrawals to protect 

yourself from armed robberies.
n Make sure the ATM you’re using is well-in-

stalled and maintained in order to save yourself 
from delayed or failed withdrawals.
n Don’t allow any other person to enter the 

ATM point with you, or avoid multiple people 
withdrawing at the same time.
n Always cover the ATM keypad while enter-

ing your PIN. For more security, you can con-
sider changing your PIN every 2/3 months.
n Don’t ask for help from anyone present at 

the ATM point; also, don’t accept help offers 
from anyone, try to do everything yourself.
n Be aware of SMS notifications about with-

drawals.
n Try to bring a family member or possibly 

a close friend with you as a companion to the 
ATM.
n Most importantly, pre-plan your withdraw-

als at ATMs, and pre-decide the time and ATM 
point at which you’re going to perform transac-
tions. 

Young poet speaks to the soul

Hlonolofatso Mmokela (20) says  
poetry is a powerful tool to con-
front societal issues and personal 
struggles. 

SASSA payment 
dates for January

mentary, often exploring topics that 
are difficult to discuss openly. ‘’Poe-
try is a way of expressing my feelings 
on things I cannot talk about,’’ he 
explains. 

One of his recent pieces, ‘’My 

Neighbour’’, tells the story of a mother who abandoned her 
family to pursue a life of luxury just down the street. It’s a 
poignant reflection on choices, sacrifice, and the ripple effects 
of personal decisions. 

Mmokela’s first poem, written in Setswana, was titled ‘’Sega-
tamarukgwana,’’ meaning ‘’low life’’. It was made out of per-
sonal experiences of being mocked for not conforming to social 
norms like partying or clubbing. ‘’People judged me because I 
wasn’t into those things,’’ he says. 

His poetic influences span both local and international 
voices. In Setswana, he admires Mogote wa Poko for his stylis-
tic depth. In English, he draws inspiration from poets such as 
Hakim F. Mansaray, Johannes Sindimba - writers known for 
their use of rich metaphor and emotional resonance. 

Looking ahead, Mmokela sees himself among literary greats. 
‘’I see myself with the likes of Keorapetse Kgositsile, father 
Thomas Pringle, and JM Coetzee,” he says with conviction.

His advice to young poets like him is simple yet profound. 
‘’Read daily novels, books, short stories and write every day. 
Make it a habit. Embrace your first draft and just put the words 
together.” As he continues to shape his poetic identity, his voice 
is already resonating far beyond Tigane. His work is available 
on his Facebook account Hlonolofatso Mmokela, where readers 
can witness the emergence of a new literary talent one verse at 
a time.
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The Anglican Church Holy Family in Jouberton’s Women for Change (BOMME BA LERATO) started the 16 
days of Activism against GBV violence Campaign with a powerful message to take collective action to stop 
the killings. They are seen with Father Lucas Halom.

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - As part of the ongoing 
2025/2026 Safer Festive Season weekly high-
density (Shanela 2) operations, police in the 
province have arrested 827 suspects for various 
crimes in the last week of November.

The 827 include 398 known suspects by 
detectives during suspect raiding operations. 
These arrests took place between November 24 
and 30.

According to Col Adéle Myburgh, police 
spokesperson, the suspects included 16 arrested 
for dealing in drugs, 40 for illegal dealing in 
liquor, 150 for possession of drugs, 44 for rape, 
9 for murder, 196 for assault common and as-
sault with the intent to do grievous bodily harm 
(GBH), 26 for burglary at business and residen-
tial premises, and 59 for driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol or drugs. Moreover, 36 illegal 
immigrants were arrested for contravening the 
Immigration Act. 

Police confiscated a variety of items, includ-
ing liquor, drugs, precious metals, tobacco 
products, ammunition and seven vehicles. As 
part of the actions executed during the opera-
tions, 403 premises, 3 251 persons and 3 773 
vehicles were searched, and 79 unlicensed 
liquor premises were closed out of 702 liquor 
premises that were inspected. 

The Acting Provincial Commissioner, Major 
General (Dr) Ryno Naidoo, said that the Safer 
Festive Season High Density Operations, which 
are coordinated, conducted, and commanded 
by District Commissioners and Senior Officers 
in the province, are gradually decreasing the 
high levels of crime. 

He welcomed the commendable work done 
by all members in cooperation with other role 
players as this continues to keep the community 
safe during this period. 

Lentswe, Khuma - A new 
care centre is looking for a 
permanent premises.

Katleho Mohapi is the 
founder and director of 
Reatlehile Disability Care 
Centre for children  aged 0 
to 18 years.

“We currently have 20 
kids and parents are com-
mitted to finance the kids to 
attend the centre. 

“We have not operated as 
yet as we are struggling to 
find premises to work at,” 
she said.

She held an event to raise 
funds to try and meet the 
needs they currently have  
of having their own premi-
ses.

Contact Mohapi on 063 
861 3229 if you can help 
the centre.

Police in 
overdrive

Katleho Mohapi.

New care 
centre needs 

your help
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�e deadline for Herbalists/
Healers is 16:00 on Tuesday. 

NO LATE ENTRIES WILL BE 
ACCEPTED!! 

Lentswe, Mahikeng - The Director-General (DG) 
for the National Department of Basic Education 
(DBE), Mathanzima Mweli, visited the North West 
province on Sunday November 30 to monitor and 
motivate the Grade 12 examination markers.

The National Senior Certificate (NSC) examina-
tions concluded on Thursday November 27, and 
marking personnel have since reported to their 
respective centres.

The North West has 20 marking venues with hos-
tel facilities, employing a total of 4 017 personnel 
for this year’s process.

DG Mweli addressed the markers, emphasizing 
the national importance of their task. “You left the 
comfort and the pleasure of your homes to come 

and perform the national duty. This exercise is 
not taken for granted, it is valued highly by this 
Department,” he said, referring to the markers as 
“National, Priceless, Precious Assets.”

North West Education MEC Viola Motsumi 
welcomed the DG’s visit and assured him that all 
markers reported for duty. She confirmed that the 
province has implemented 24-hour security at all 
marking centres to protect the well-being of the 
personnel.

The markers underwent an initial training pro-
cess, and the official marking began on Monday 
December 1. The entire marking process in the 
province is scheduled to be completed by Decem-
ber 12.

Lentswe, Mahikeng - The North West Department 
of Education (NWDoE) has announced the extension 
of the Basic Education Employment Initiative (BEEI) 
Phase V contracts until December 31.

This extension, which replaces the previous No-
vember 30 termination date, means that Education 
Assistants and General Assistants will now work a full 
six-month term, bringing the province in line with 
other parts of the country.

The approval for the extension was granted by the 
Department of Employment and Labour (DEL) and 
the Unemployment Insurance Fund (UIF) following a 
request submitted by the NWDoE in August.

The NWDoE confirmed that the extension:
n Ensures the North West Province receives the 

full six-month implementation period as originally 
planned.
n Does not result in any additional financial impli-

cations beyond the already approved BEEI Phase V 
budget.
n Remains within the duration and parameters of 

the Multipart Funding Agreement (MFA).
MEC for Education, Viola Motsumi, welcomed the 

news, highlighting the benefit to local families. “This 
news will provide significant financial relief to the 
families of our youth, especially during the festive 
season. 

“Their contribution to our schools is immeasurable 
and benefits both educators and learners,” said MEC 
Motsumi.

The BEEI programme, which began in 2020, con-
tinues to be a key initiative for job creation, offering 
young people significant employment opportunities 
and providing crucial support to schools and learners 
across the province.

The Director-General (DG) for the National Department of Basic Education (DBE), Mathanzima Mweli 
speaks to North West markers.

NW marking centres 
monitored

NW Education 
extends BEEI 

contracts
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Lentswe, Klerksdorp - The Matlosana 
Municipality, in collaboration with 
national and provincial aquatic bod-
ies, has announced a crucial “Learn to 
Swim and Water Safety Programme” 
aimed at equipping local residents with 
essential lifesaving skills ahead of the 
busy festive season.

The initiative is being delivered by 
the City’s Sports and Recreation De-
partment in partnership with Swim-
ming South Africa, Lifesaving South 
Africa, and North West Swimming, 
bringing expert instructors and pro-
fessional lifeguards to local communi-
ties.

With the holidays fast approaching, 
the programme aims to significantly re-
duce water-related incidents by promot-
ing responsible behaviour and teaching 
foundational swimming skills.

The core objectives of the initiative 
are:
 To promote water safety awareness 

across Matlosana communities.
 To teach basic swimming skills to 

children and youth.

  To reduce drowning incidents 
through proper education and safety 
practices.
 To encourage healthy participation 

in aquatic sport.
 To strengthen partnerships with 

National and Provincial aquatic bodies.
The programme will be hosted at 

various municipal swimming pools 
throughout the region to ensure maxi-
mum accessibility for all residents. 

Each session will run from 09:00 to 
12:00 and will include practical swim-
ming lessons, water safety demonstra-
tions, and direct engagement with certi-
fied instructors and lifeguards.

The Municipality encourages par-
ents, schools, and all community mem-
bers to support and participate in this 
vital programme, which forms part of 
the city’s broader commitment to com-
munity well-being and sports develop-
ment.

For more information on the dates 
and locations of the training sessions, 
interested parties can contact Cedric 
Tselane at 074 372 7055.

Lentswe, Koster - The police in Koster request com-
munity’s assistance in locating the 23-year-old Pauline 
Serongwane, who resides in Senthumule Section. She was 
last seen by her cousin on November 10. 

According to Const Thuto Bobelo, police spokesperson, 
a search was conducted around Koster, extensive investi-
gations were done and all leads were followed up with no 
success. 

At the time of her disappearance, she was wearing a 
grey top with a pink T-shirt underneath, black cargo trou-
sers and black tekkies/sneakers. She is dark in complex-
ion, has a tall and slender body and has braided hair.

Anyone with information regarding her whereabouts 
can contact the Investigating Officer, Sgt Sello Khumalo , 
on 082 416 3045, your local police station or Crime Stop 
on 0860 10111.

The Brothers Pot Society will walk against GBV.

Whitestone 
College had 
their matric 
farewell at Kil-
larney Coun-
try Club in 
Johannesburg 
on November 
29. Thapedi 
Hlabane, Jere-
miah Ngwen-
ya, Nomhle 
Ciocha, Ledger 
Pholoholo, 
Boitumelo 
Ntlatlane 
and Aphiwe 
Bhobhitshumi 
attended.

Join w alk 
against GBV

The Brothers Pot Society will walk against GBV on December 7. 
Contact Johnny Makoro, 073 486 0110, to sponsor the society. 

The Klerksdorp library services will also walk against GBV 
on December 5. They will walk 4 km and they will start at the 

library at 08:30. 

Farewell  matric

Learn to swim
Missing since 
November 10

Pauline Serongwane is missing.



Please take note that the deadline for Rest In Peace and DIKITSISO is 10:00 on 
Wednesday. No late entries will be accepted.

Dikitsiso • Take note
 December 7: The Motown Jazz Session 2025 clos-
ing session will be held in Bothaville at Disolorong. 
Host: Mme Sarah. Mabuti ‘’Quality Time”  Chologi is 
one of the jazz players of the day. 

 December 7: *Men Against GBVF* Botsa-Rona 
Men’s Club will have their last meeting of the year in 
preparation for their 2025 closing party at 4 Com-

brinck Street, Dawkinsville. Time: 11:00-18:00. For 
more info. Marshall: 083 718 9241.

 December 14: Jou Jazz presents a cheese and 
wine experience at The White House. Time: 14:00 
till late. Entrance is R50 (including cooler box). Bra 
Master, 082 926 6983.
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Lolo Maria Henama 
(68) of X1309 Thamaga 

Street, Jouberton, will be 
laid to rest on Saturday 

December 6. The service 
will be held at Morotolo 

Church at 07:30.

Moagi Jeffrey Mahiwa 
(48) of 23457, Ext 14, 
Kanana, will be laid 
to rest on Saturday 

December 6. The service 
will be held at home at 

07:00. 

Ben Mabina Modimon-
yana (56) of 1276 23rd 
Str, Ext 1, Jouberton, 
will be laid to rest on 
Saturday December 
6 at home at 08:00. 

Funeral conducted by 
Klerksdorp Avbob.

Stephen Zweli Mgwenu 
(35) of Ext 4, 6929, 

Alabama, will be laid 
to rest on December 

6. The service will be 
conducted at home at 

07:00.

Shimane Lucas Ml okoti 
(39) of 17922, Ext 17, 
Jouberton, will be laid 

to rest on Saturday 
December 6. The service 
will be held at home at 

07:00.

Peter “Oupa Bro Page” 
Masiteng (57) of B1141, 
Tshiame B, Khalanyoni, 
Harrismith, will be laid 
to rest on December 6. 

The service will be held 
at home at 08:00.

Manekwa Francina 
Legothe (51) of 3398 
Brink Street, Ext 3, 

Alabama, will be laid to 
rest on December 6. The 

service will be held at 
home at 07:00.

Rosie Baboledi Malope 
(79) of 2670 Bochabela 
Street, Khuma, will be 
laid to rest on Saturday 

December 6. The service 
will be at AFM Bafokeng 

Church at 07:30.

Molatlheyi Thomas 
Mothibedi (63) of Ext 
19, 19496 Jouberton, 
will be laid to rest on 
Saturday December 6. 

The service will be held 
at home at 07:00 - 10:00.

Tsadi “Motshabi” Dor-
cas Moroe (89) of 6043 

Ext 8 Fikile Str, Khuma, 
will be laid to rest on 
Saturday December 6. 
The service will be at 
Methodist Church of 

Southern at 07:00.

Olebogeng Donald 
Seepamore (48) of 997 

Senamanzini Street, Ext 
6 Jouberton, will be laid 
to rest on December 6. 

The service will be held 
at home at 07:00.

Mokgatlhe “Mbanya” 
George Mothibinyane 
(73) of 2369 Makgale 

Street, Khuma, will be 
laid to rest on December 

6. The service will be 
held at home at 07:00.

Onkemetse Mathews 
“Bobo” Dutoitspan (40) 
of 7702 Ext 1, Jouber-
ton, will be laid to rest 
on December 6. The 

service will be held at 
Baptist Church at 07:00.

Dlokwakhe Sunboy 
Mathenjwa (58) of KZN, 

will be laid to rest on 
Saturday December 6. 

The service will be held 
at KZN Ngwavuma at 

08:00.
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Legal 
Notices

Classifieds

Please take note that 
the deadline for Rest 
In Peace is 9:00 on 

Wednesday.  
No late entries will be 

accepted!!

DISCLAIMER: 
Readers are 
advised to 

use their own 
discretion when 
responding to 
adverts, as it is 
the customer’s 
responsibility 
to verify the 
advertisers’ 
credentials 

prior to making 
payments for any 
goods or services 

received. 
Lentswe will not 
be held liable for 
any transactions 

made.

PHONE 018 
492 0221 TO 
ADVERTISE 

IN THE 
LENTSWE.

11 ROOM house for sale. Ala-
bama. Price negotiable. 071 
540 0909/076 243 8442.

1833 05/12-19/12
DRIVER wanted. Must have 

EC1 license. Klerksdorp area. 
Please email CV to: finance.
kldp@gmail.com (EC1 only).

1832 05/12-12/12

NOTICE IN RESPECT OF 
A LICENSE  

APPLICATION IN TERMS 
OF THE PETROLEUM 
PRODUCTS ACT, 1977 
(ACT NO 120 OF 1977)

This notice serves to inform 
parties that may be interes-
ted or affected that AZRAY 
INVESTMENTS (PTY) LTD, 
hereinafter referred to as 

“the applicant” has submitted 
an application for a RETAIL 
license, Appilcation number 
I/2025/11/12/0001.

 ERF 2887 ORKNEY, N/A CNR 
FLECKER & POPE STREET 
N/A, ORKNEY.

 The purpose  of the applica-
tion is for the applicant to be 
granted a license to undertake 
petroleum retailing activities 
as detailed in the application. 
Arrangements for viewing the 
application documentation 
can be made by contacting 
the Controller of Petroleum 
Products by:

 Telephone: (018) 397 8604  
or Fax or Email: Polvia. 

Manthata@dmre gov.za
 Any objections to the issueing 

of a license in respect of this 
application which must clearly 
quote the application number 
above must be lodged with 
the Controller of Petroleum 
Products within a period of 
twenty (20) working days from 
the date of publi-cation of this 
notice. Such objection must be 
lodged at the following physical 
or postal address.

 Physical address: The Con-
troller of Petroleum Products, 
Department Mine-ral Resourc-
es & Energy, 21 Connaught 
Street, Golf View, Mahikeng. 
Postal address:

The Controller of Petroleum 
Products, Department Mine-ral 
Resources & Energy, Private 
Bag X2075, Mahikeng, 2745.

L1 05/12

018 492 0221
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NEEM KENNIS | TAKE NOTE
Neem asb. kennis dat Lentswe se laaste uitgawe vir 2025 op Donderdag 18 Desember sal verskyn.

Eerste uitgawe vir 2026 verskyn op Donderdag 15 Januarie 2026.
Please take note that the last edition for Lentswe 2025 will appear on Thursday 18 December.

The first edition for 2026 will appear on Thursday 15 January 2026.  

 Navrae / Queries 
( 018 492 0221

Lentswe, Kanana - PEP mini 
Netball marked a proud mile-
stone with the official hando-
ver of a newly refurbished net-
ball court to Kanana Primary 
School.

The upgrade forms part of 
Dumis’s Choice, powered by 
PEP, an initiative launched this 
year to reward one deserving 
school with a court makeover 
valued at R200 000.

Kanana Primary School was 
selected as the 2025 benefi-
ciary and received a full court 
resurfacing, new line markings, 
brand-new netball poles, and 
secure perimeter fencing, as 
well as new balls and bibs for 
its young players. The invest-
ment provides young players 
a safe, reliable space to train, 
learn, and grow through sport.

The handover event took 
place on November 26 and 
was attended by community 

leaders, school staff, members 
of the media, and the school’s 
netball teams. As part of the 
celebration, netball icon and 
PEP mini netball ambassador 
Dumisani Chauke, hosted an 
energetic coaching clinic, of-
fering first-hand guidance, en-
couragement and inspiration 
to the young girls.

Reflecting on the initiative, 
Chauke said: “I come from 
a small town of Malamulele, 
deep in Limpopo, so I know 
what it means when a commu-
nity invests in its girls. Sport 
teaches confidence, leadership 
and provides a sense of belong-
ing, and every child deserves 
access to that. Kanana’s young 
players now have a court that 
matches their potential, and 
I’m honoured to be part of 
their journey and story togeth-
er with PEP.”

Kanana Primary School 

Netball players at Kanana Primary School now has a court that matches their 
potential.

PEP mini netball ambassador Dumisani Chauke opens the court.

The investment provides young players a safe, reliable space to train, 
learn, and grow through sport.

New netball court shines 
in Kanana

Principal, Tshego Mabaso, 
expressed the school’s grati-
tude and the long-term value 
of the project: “This court 
is more than an upgrade; it 

changes what is possible for 
our learners. It strengthens the 
school, uplifts the surround-
ing community and gives our 
grassroots netball programme 

a real foundation to grow. We 
are deeply grateful to PEP mini 
Netball and Dumisani for see-
ing value in our children and 
investing in their future.”
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