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Merry Christmas

The Lentswe  team wishes you and your loved ones a joyful, peaceful, and safe festive 
season. May you enjoy a well-deserved rest before we regroup to face the New Year 

with renewed energy. Please note that our office is closed and will reopen on Monday, 
January 12, 2026.
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Lentswe, Potchefstroom - The 
hijacking of a Botswana na-
tional near Mafikeng lead the 
police throughout the province 
to the arrest of the suspects in 
Potchefstroom.

The Provincial Police Com-
missioner of NW, Major Gen-
eral (Dr) Ryno Naidoo, wel-
comed the arrest of three 
suspects, two men - aged 29 
and 30 - and a 17-year-old fe-
male, following a hijacking and 
robbery incident involving a 
65-year-old Botswana national.

According to Col Adele My-
burgh, police spokesperson, 
the suspects were arrested on 
Monday December 15, just 
after 17:00 in Potchefstroom 
after information was received 
about a hijacking. A coordinat-
ed operation was activated by 
Crime Intelligence, the Flying 
Squad of Dr Kenneth Kaunda 
District, the Provincial Drug 
Task Team, as well as various 
private security companies.

According to reports, the 
incident was reported earlier 

on the same day at approxi-
mately 10:00, when the victim 
was travelling along the road 
between Nooitgedacht and 
Mooifontein, near Mahikeng in 
her vehicle, a Toyota Yaris. The 
victim was allegedly accosted 
by three suspects travelling in a 
white vehicle, who blocked the 
road and forced her to stop.

The suspects reportedly 
pointed her with a firearm 
and threatened her with a 
knife, compelling her to get 
into their vehicle. She was sub-
sequently driven to Itsoseng 
and Mahikeng, where she was 
forcefully taken to various 
Automatic Teller Machines 
(ATM’s) and coerced into with-
drawing money from her bank 
account.

After the withdrawals, the 
victim was abandoned in Ma-
hikeng. Her cellphones were 
also stolen during the ordeal.

Major General Naidoo com-
mended the swift and effective 
collaboration between the vari-
ous law enforcement units and 

Hijacked and robbed in NW
private security companies, 
stating that such teamwork 
remains critical in combating 
serious and violent crime.

He said the arrest of these 
suspects demonstrates the 
commitment by police in 
ensuring that criminals are 
brought to book and that com-

munities, including visitors to 
the North West province, are 
protected. He emphasized that 
police will not tolerate acts of 
violence and intimidation on 
the roads, especially during 
the Festive Season, when more 
travellers are expected.

The suspects are expected to 

appear in the Mmabatho Mag-
istrate’s Court on Thursday 
December 18, facing charges 
related to hijacking, robbery, 
kidnapping and possession of 
stolen property. 

The minor will be dealt with 
in terms of the Child Justice 
Act.

The N12 at the Latham Street fourway crossing was closed for hours on December 17, after 
the body of a man was found lying in the street. Police confirmed the deceased suffered 
a fatal gunshot wound. Authorities were on the scene while the road remained closed. 
The man’s car was later located parked at the Protea Hotel. At the time going to press, the 
body has not been identified yet. Col Adele Myburgh, police spokesperson, confirmed that 
detectives were on the crime scene and investigation is ongoing.
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Lentswe, Klerksdorp - The Executive 
Mayor of the City of Matlosana, Fikile 
Mahlophe received new vehicles, to 
boost the municipalities existing fleet.

These new wheels consist of the fol-
lowing:
 A firetruck and landcruiser for 

Department of Public Safety;
 Two tractors and two TLBs, two 

roll on and skip trucks to assist the 
Community services Department with 
refuse removal; 
 One bakkie for security depart-

ment; 
 Two Ford Rangers for Water 

Department; 
 Three Ford Rangers for Elec-

trical Department; 
 One bakkie for Corporate 

Services; and 
 A transit combi for testing 

for Electrical Development 
“The procurement and acquisi-

tion of this new state-of-the art 
fleet is an important step as it will 
help us accelerate service delivery 
as a municipality. Quite often we 
are unable to effectively do our 
work due to a shortage of equip-
ment and vehicles and this new 
fleet are necessary tools of trade 
in advancing our core mission,” 
the Mayor said.

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - The North West 
Department of Education has noted 
serious concern over schools denying 
report cards to learners due to out-
standing fees.

As schools across the province are 
in the process of issuing reports, some 
have reportedly withheld them for vari-
ous reasons, including unpaid school 
fees.

The MEC for Education, Viola Mot-

The Katlego Social Club held their closing party for 2025 on December 
16. They are Dede Moabi, Moses Magapa, Chiki Seeletsa, Steve Monatisa, 
Bennie Julius, Pokes Malgas, Jozi Kalaote, Oom Rush, Nepo Moorosi, Soft 
Letshwenyo, Rantsho Mosweu, Jeff Lerefolo and Tebogo Tsimakoane.

The new committee at Santaco Women was appointed after the election on 
December 10. The new committee members are Julia Majola, chairperson, 
Basetsana Motone, deputy chairperson, Banyana Mere, secretary, Mittah 
Moseme, deputy secretary, Zandi Rapoo, treasurer, Lipolelo Dlamini, 
PRO, and Magano Bore, training officer. They thanked all who made this 
election a success as they will be leading for the next four years. “Without 
taxis in NW under Santaco, we are nothing,” they said.

Schools cannot 
withhold 

report cards
sumi, strongly condemned this practice, 
calling it “highly unacceptable.”

“I have received numerous calls from 
parents and learners across the prov-
ince who complain about learners being 
denied their report cards. This action is 
highly unacceptable, and those school 
principals should desist from doing so,” 
said MEC Motsumi. 

“Every year at this time, I continue to 
repeat the same message that learners 
should be given their report cards.”

MEC Motsumi emphasised that 
schools must deal directly with parents, 
not learners, to recover any outstanding 
money. She reiterated that parents must 
fulfill the commitments they make to 
the schools.

Social c lub closes 
year with a party

New committee 
appointed

Mayor Fikile Mahlophe receives 
new wheels to supplement the 
municipality’s existing fleet.

Mayor receives 
new fl eet in 
good order
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Lentswe, Klerksdorp - A 
learner from Klerksdorp is 
the national junior winner 
of the 2025 South African 
National Spelling Bee Com-
petition.

The NW Department of 
Education congratulated 
Mbulelo Tom, a gr 6 learner 
at Klerksdorp Primary 
School, who won this event 
at Sun City. It took place 
with a written competition 
on December 10 and spell-
ing the next day.

The boy had to learn sign 
language, Sotho and even 
Italian for the competition. 

Sotho and Italian were used 
in the written competition, 
and the spelling was in sign 
language and English.

He had to sign puppy 
and zebra and the toughest 
word that he had to spell 
was harbinger. A harbinger 
is a noun or verb that means 
something or someone that 
foreshadows or announces a 
future event or change. 

The event had 42 en-
trants, four from the NW. 
The others Northwest-
ers were Amarachi Ekwua 
from DP Kgotleng Primary 
School in Mafikeng, Igberas 

Lentswe, Klerks-
dorp - A Klerks-
dorp teen was 
crowned first prin-
cess in the Miss 
Teenager South 
Africa pageant.

Basetsana 
Letsoalo (16) 
was crowned on 
December 7 at 
Emperor’s Palace 
in Kempton Park. 
She described 
the experience as 
surreal. “When I 
was crowned, the 
crown felt less like 
an achievement 
and more like a 
responsibility I was 
ready - and excited 
- to carry. I will 

never forget it nor the journey that led me there.’’
She said she knew that stepping into pageantry 

wasn’t about the stage lights or the sparkly dresses but 
about purpose. “It was about using my voice and my 
heart in ways that could genuinely touch others. My 
platform focuses on advocating for children and ado-
lescents, especially those who navigate life without the 
full support they deserve.’’

That passion led her to Khaya Tshepo Home of 
Hope for vulnerable children, a place she says, has 
changed her life. “Working with the children there has 
taught me about resilience, hope, and the pure beauty 
of community. Every visit reminded me why I wanted 
to step onto that stage - not for applause, but to am-
plify silent stories. To stand for the young people who 
deserve to feel seen, heard, and supported.

“My journey in the pageant pushed me far beyond 
comfort zones. Between interviews, rehearsals and 
the pressure of national competition, I found myself 
constantly returning to the same reminder: Do this for 
them.’’

Basetsana plans to continue her work at Khaya 
Tshepo and to reach even more young people across 
South Africa. 

Her journey, highlights and moments from the 
competition will be broadcast on MTV Channel 130 on 
December 22. Follow her on @basetsana_letsoalo on 
Instagram and Basetsana Letsoalo on Facebook.

Young mind tops at spelling bee

Top speller... Mbulelo 
Tom.

Botlhale from Mmatope Pri-
mary School, Jericho and Mbali 
Hlongwani from Diphetogo 
Primary School in Jouberton. 

The four learners obtained 
top positions during the provin-
cial Spelling Bee competitions, 
and that allowed them a passage 

to compete at a national level. 
Botlhale reached the final 

top 16 and was eliminated in 
the final round, whilst the other 
learners were eliminated in the 
early stages of the competition.

The MEC for Education, Viola 
Motsumi, congratulated Team 

NW for representing the depart-
ment.

“I would like to motivate those 
learners who have not obtained 
the top position at national level 
not to despair at all. By compet-
ing at the national level, it shows 
that you are the best. 

“I would like to thank 
the educators and parents 
who continued to support 
these learners until this 
far,” added MEC Mot-
sumi.

The top learner walked 
away with a prize of R15 
000, and a laptop from 
Cell C. He will represent 
SA at the African Junior 
Championship Spelling 
Competition to be held in 
Zimbabwe next year.Big title for 

teenager

Basetsana Letsoalo, the newly 
crowned first princess of Miss 
Teenager South Africa 2025.



Dikitsiso
 Saturday December 20: *Men Against GBVF* Botsa-Rona Men’s Club will be celebrating 
their 2025 Year End Function at LaFlozaa Guesthouse, 186 Goedehoop Street, Roosheuwel. 
It is a music and braai In the garden from 11:00 till late. Contact Marshall on083 718 9241, 

or Bro Biko on 079 838 2446 for more information. 
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are advised to use their own discretion when responding to adverts, 
as it is the customer’s responsibility to verify the advertisers’ credentials prior to making 

payments for any goods or services received. Lentswe will not be held liable for any 
transactions made.

Tsietsi Richard Mokhele 
(58) of 1112 Front 

Akofang, Jouberton, 
will be laid to rest on 

December 21 (Sunday). 
The service will be 

conducted at home at 
07:00 - 10:00.

Matshidiso Alicia 
Mabunda (44) of Z463 

Kgobe Street, Jouberton, 
will be laid to rest on 

December 20. The 
service will be held at 
Jouberton Community 

Hall at 06:30.

Ntmeletsang Daniel 
Mongale (69) of 73 

Hendrik Potgieterpad, 
will be laid to rest on 

December 21 (Sunday). 
The service will be held 
at UCCSA Jouberton at 

07:00.

Zongezile (Zonke) Mvala 
(47) of X1639 Wessie 

Street, Jouberton, will be 
laid to rest on December 
20. The service will be 
conducted at Cushiach 

of RSA, Ext 706 at 
07:30.

Tsietsi Ezekiel Seabi 
(69) of 3688 Ext 7, 

Jouberton, will be laid 
to rest on December 
20. The service will 
be conducted at the 
Methodist Church 
(Down) at 07:00.

Polo Johanna Mazinyo 
(69) of X1109 Sithole 
Street, will be laid to 
rest on December 20. 

The service will be held 
at Lutheran Church at 

07:00.

Ausinyana Magdeline 
Motswadire (67) of 

18771 Ext 19, Jouberton, 
will be laid to rest on 

December 20. The 
service will be held at 

home at 08: 00.

Agnes Maletsie Selala 
(100) of 12160 Ext 9, 

Jouberton, will be laid 
to rest on December 

20. The service will be 
conducted at Word 

and Service Church at 
07:00.

Lentswe, Jouberton - The Com-
munity Services Department’s team 
cleaned two hectares at the Jouberton 
Ext 19 cemetery on Tuesday Decem-
ber 16.

This is part of the ongoing cleaning 
of cemeteries across Matlosana, said 
Executive Mayor Fikile Mahlophe. 
“The cleaning of cemeteries is crucial 

in order to preserve history and herit-
age, honour the deceased, maintain 
a tranquil environment and preserve 
memorials.

“The festive season is a period 
when many families visit the graves of 
their loved ones and this effort by the 
municipality will make their visits easy 
and pleasant,’’ he said.

Cleaning of 
cemeteries 
continues

The Jouberton cemetery before the clean up. 



lentswe  •  7FRIDAY,  19  DecembeR  2025

Classifieds

PHONE 018 
492 0221 TO 
ADVERTISE.

11 ROOM house for sale. Ala-
bama. Price negotiable. 071 
540 0909/076 243 8442.

1833 05/12-19/12
DRIVER wanted. Must have 

EC1 license. Klerksdorp area. 
Please email CV to: finance.
kldp@gmail.com (EC1 only).

1832 05/12-12/12
GOLDFIELDS PAWNSHOP.  

We give instant cash in your 
hand for tools, silver and gold 
jewellery, electronics, furni-
ture, etc. Just bring your proof 
of identity. We do purchases, 
buy backs, and lay-by’s. We 
collect and pay; Ts&Cs ap- 
ply. 018 464 3911 / 076 284 
9678.

01849 12/12-27/02/2026
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NEEM KENNIS | TAKE NOTE
Neem asb. kennis dat Lentswe se laaste uitgawe vir 2025 op Donderdag 18 Desember sal verskyn.

Eerste uitgawe vir 2026 verskyn op Donderdag 15 Januarie 2026.
Please take note that the last edition for Lentswe 2025 will appear on Thursday 18 December.

The first edition for 2026 will appear on Thursday 15 January 2026.  

 Navrae / Queries 
( 018 492 0221

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - Young 
chess talent Atlegang Mon-
chosi recently had the honour 
of representing her region and 
country at the African Youth 
Chess Championship, which 
was held in Harare, Zimbabwe. 

Competing against some of 
the strongest junior players 
from across the continent, she 
delivered a commendable per-
formance, finishing the tourna-
ment with a score of 4.5 points 
out of 9 games.

The championship provided 
Atlegang with valuable inter-

national exposure and a rare 
opportunity to test her skills 
against diverse playing styles at 
a high competitive level. Her 
participation marks an impor-
tant milestone in her chess 
career and reflects her dedica-
tion, discipline, and growing 
potential in the sport.

She has expressed heart-
felt gratitude to all those who 
made her journey possible. She 
would like to thank her moth-
er for her unwavering support 
and encouragement through-
out her chess career. Special 

Lentswe, Klerksdorp - Bafana Bafana kick 
off their Africa Cup of Nations (Afcon 2025) 
run against Angola on December 22 at the 
Stade de Marrakech in Morocco.

The upcoming edition has thrown South 
Africa in Group B, alongside familiar South-

ern African rivals Angola and Zimbabwe, and 
continental heavyweights Egypt, Africa’s most 
decorated nation with a record seven titles.

Two games against Angola and Zimbabwe 
will be played in the West of Morocco in Mar-
rakesh, as well as a trip to the southern coast 

in Agadir to face 
Egypt.

TIMES
n Monday 

December 22: 
South Africa vs 
Angola kick-
off: 19:00.
n Friday 

December 26: 
Egypt vs South 
Africa kick-
off: 17:00.
n Monday 

December 29: 
Zimbabwe vs 
South Africa 
kick-off: 18:00. 

Chess champion impresses 
with her talent

Atlegang Monchosi competed at the African 
Youth Chess Championship.

appreciation also goes to her 
coach Israel “Eazy” Tshab-
adira, Faku Maphasa and the 
Dr Kenneth Kaunda Chess 
Federation for the guidance 
and belief in her abilities, as 
well as the Provincial Depart-
ment of Sports for sponsor-
ship and for its support in 
youth chess development.

She further extends sincere 
thanks to all individuals and 
businesses who made finan-
cial donations, whose contri-

butions played a crucial role 
in ensuring her participation 
at this prestigious continental 
event.

Atlegang’s experience 
at the African Youth Chess 
Championship stands as an 
inspiration to young chess 
players in the region, proving 
that with community support, 
determination, and opportu-
nity, local talent can compete 
confidently on the African 
stage.

Get ready for Afcon

Bafana Bafana is 
ready for Afcon. 

Photo 
Bafanabafana.
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