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Bridge into the future

The famed, but currently 
partially demolished, 

Kruger Street Bridge in 
Protea Park Rustenburg 

as part of SANRAL’s 
national road upgrade 

project to transform the 
N4 Rustenburg section 
to a dual carriageway. 

The almost 23-year-old 
Rustenburg section of 

the N4 has reached 
such alarming traffic 

volumes in recent 
years that an upgrade 
to a dual carriageway 

could no longer be 
postponed. Meanwhile, 

the Rustenburg motoring 
fraternity has been warned 
to brace itself for a period 
of 11 months during the 
construction of the dual 

carriageway which has also 
necessitated a new bridge. 

 Good news - fuel price to drop - p3
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THIS week’s question: 
Did you watch the Springboks vs 

Argentina rugby match this weekend?

Last week’s question: 
What are you looking forward to 

most this week?

to take part - we would love to hear 
from you.

Visit our page

Voice your opinion \ 
Verhef jou stem 

0%

0%

75%

A shorter work week

Warmer weather

Spending quality time with my 
child/ren (it’s school holiday)

0%

25%

National Braai day!

Something else

SANRAL cautions public of 
severe weather conditions
BONUS - RUSTENBURG - The South African National Roads 
Agency SOC Limited (SANRAL) has encouraged the public to heed 
the warnings of severe weather conditions predicted by the South 
African Weather Service (SAWS) from Sunday, 29 October, through 
to Tuesday, 1 October 2024. 

The conditions include heavy rains and extremely low temperatures, 
with snowfall expected in some parts of the Eastern Cape and KwaZulu-
Natal provinces. “We have seen how severe and dangerous these 
weather conditions can get as recently as last weekend, when heavy 
snowfall along the N3 in KwaZulu-Natal resulted in the loss of a life. 

We appeal to the public to avoid travelling as much as possible 
during this time, for their own safety and the safety of others,” 
said Vusi Mona, SANRAL’s General Manager for Marketing and 
Communications. “SANRAL’s road maintenance teams are on standby 
to attend to any incidences that might hinder mobility on affected 
parts of our network. We will work alongside the provincial disaster 
management teams and other relevant organs of state to ensure the 
safety and well-being of the public along the network,” said Mona. 

SAWS forecast inclement weather in the following areas of KZN:
· Ladysmith
· Underberg
· Drakensberg
· Giant’s Castle and other high-ground areas
· Durban and other coastline areas (with severe rain on Tuesday)
The South African Weather Service issued a Level 1 warning of 

light snow in high ground in parts of the Eastern Cape on Monday:
· Penhoek Pass on the N6 between Komani 

and James Calata (formerly Jamestown)
· Barkly Pass on the R58 between Lady 

Grey and Barkly East
· The N10 between Middleburg and Nxuba 

(formerly Cradock)
· R61 near Graaff Reinet
· R56 between Cedarville and Elliot
Mona said, 
“While the snowfall is expected to be light 

in the affected parts of the Eastern Cape, we 
want to urge road users to avoid slippery roads 
at all costs and use alternative routes if they 
cannot postpone travel.  We also urge road 

users to ensure that 
they have the latest 
weather reports when 
travelling to enable 
better planning.”

SPCA Book Sale
BONUS - RUSTENBURG - The next SPCA Book Sale will be taking place on Saturday, 

5 October at the Safari Gardens Shopping Centre, starting from 08:30 till 12:00. 
Any donations of dog or cat food, secondhand items for the Charity shop, blankets 

etc can be put in the container at the Book Sale. 
Please support the Book Sale and the Rustenburg SPCA. Looking forward to 

meeting you on Saturday.
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UNICEF and WESSA launch “Green Rising” to enhance 
youth climate action and environmental sustainability

In celebration of Arbor Week (1-7 September), UNICEF South Africa in 
partnership with WESSA (Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa) 
launched the Green Rising “Protect and Restore” Project, an initiative that 
tackles the pressing issue of biodiversity degradation in South Africa’s 
schools and communities.

During the 
launch at 
Retlakgona 
Primary School 
in Rustenburg, 
attendees 
witnessed the 
importance of 
youth-driven 
conservation 
through 
activities 
such as tree 
planting, water 
testing, and 
community 
clean-up.

WESSA’s Senior 
Programme Manager 
Nomfundo Ndlovu, 
with participants of the 
Green Rising initiative.

BONUS - RUSTENBURG - In celebration of Arbor Week (1-7 September), UNICEF South Africa in partnership with WESSA 
(Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa) launched the Green Rising “Protect and Restore” Project, an initiative that 
tackles the pressing issue of biodiversity degradation in South Africa’s schools and communities.

The project aims to engage 10 000 youths from 60 schools 
across the country and UNICEF Campus Clubs, to restore 
100 hectares of land and collect 500 tons of waste by June 
2025. During the launch at Retlakgona Primary School in 
Rustenburg, attendees witnessed the importance of youth-
driven conservation through activities such as tree planting, 
water testing, and community clean-up. Trees play a vital role 
in combating biodiversity loss by providing habitats, improving 
soil health, and capturing carbon. Recent reports indicate that 
South Africa is losing more than 20% of its natural habitats due 
to human activities, intensifying the need for community-driven 
conservation efforts.  The Green Rising Project is positioned to 
address this by empowering the youth to take direct action in 
their local environments. Lea Castro, UNICEF South Africa’s 
Programme Officer (Climate Action and Nutrition), expressed her 
excitement with the project’s potential. “UNICEF South Africa 
is thrilled to join the global Green Rising initiative, empowering 
children and youth to become long-life champions for the 
environment. We are very pleased to collaborate with schools, 
WESSA and UNICEF Volunteer campus clubs nationwide to 
drive impactful change so that that every child and young person 
has the opportunity to make a difference.” Cindy-Lee Cloete, 
WESSA’s Acting CEO highlighted the broader impact of the 
initiative. “The Green Rising Project presents a triple impact - 
regenerating land, strengthening our connection to nature, and 
encouraging youth action. We are excited about this partnership 

with UNICEF South Africa in empowering young people to take 
the lead in protecting our planet.” Biodiversity loss is one of the 
greatest threats we face, with far-reaching consequences. Through 
this project, we focus on local citizen action to drive community-
led conservation, benefitting both people and the planet.” The 
Green Rising Project is scheduled to run until June 2025, with 
the broader objective of strengthening systems to support youth 
involvement in climate action. By providing training in conservation, 
restoration, and sustainable agriculture, the project will equip 
children and young people with valuable tools to make lasting 
changes in their communities. Thoko Khosa, Deputy Director 
Education for Sustainable Development Climate Education at the 
Gauteng Department of Basic Education praised the initiative: 
“This project will help our learners 
change their behaviour and attitudes 
toward the environment for the better. 
The Department of Basic Education is 
committed to supporting this initiative, 
as it aligns with our educational 
priorities.” During the launch event, 
Miss Earth South Africa, Thembelihle 
Mathebula, joined children and the 
local community, planting indigenous 
trees and highlighting the importance 
of community-led efforts in addressing 
biodiversity loss.

Considerable drop in October fuel price
BONUS - RUSTENBURG - Mid-month data from the Central Energy Fund (CEF) points to 
another sizeable petrol and diesel price cut which will come into effect on Tuesday evening,
 1 October. 

The data from the CEF shows that petrol 
prices are slated for a cut of around R1.24 per 
litre, while diesel prices are on track for a cut of 
around R1.10 per litre.

Should market conditions persist until the end 
of the month, this would be the fifth month of 
fuel price cuts, the report said. 

These are the expected changes:

Petrol 93: decrease of 119 cents per litre
Petrol 95: decrease of 128 cents per litre
Diesel 0.05% (wholesale): decrease of 110 

cents per litre
Diesel 0.005% (wholesale): decrease of 111 

cents per litre
Illuminating paraffin: decrease of 104 cents 

per litre.

Police officer nabbed for attempted murder
BONUS - RUSTENBURG - A 47-year-old police officer is expected to make his first appearance in the 
Rustenburg Magistrates’ Court on Monday, 30 September, for attempted murder.

The Police officer, who is a Sergeant attached 
to Marikana police station, was arrested in the early 
hours of the morning on Friday, 27 September, in 
Marikana. He was apprehended after he allegedly 
shot a 22-year-old victim in the head who had flirted 
with the suspect’s girlfriend at a tavern.  The victim 
was rushed to a local hospital where he was admitted 
and remains in a critical condition. A 9mm pistol was 

seized on the scene and the matter was referred to the 
Independent Police Investigative Directorate (IPID) 
for further investigation. The Provincial Police 
Commissioner Lieutenant General Sello Kwena, 
welcomed the arrest and thanked members for their 
continued efforts and quick response that led to the 
arrest. He also reiterated that employees involved in 
criminal conduct will not be condoned in the SAPS.

Admin clerks accused of 
fraud, forgery and uttering

Morwesi Mokone 
worked for the 
Department of 
Education, applying 
with a forged matric 
certificate.

BONUS - RUSTENBURG - Morwesi Margareth Mokone (46) and Mankwane Suzan Raleru (54) 
appeared in the Rustenburg Magistrates’ Court on Wednesday, 25 September, facing charges of 
fraud, forgery and uttering. 

The duo was arrested last week by members 
of Rustenburg-based Serious Commercial Crime 
Investigation. Their arrest follows an investigation 
into allegations of submitting fraudulent matric 
certificates when they applied for advertised posts 
in the Department of Education in North West. 

 In August 2008, Raleru was hired as an 
Early Childhood Development Fieldworker at the 
Kgetleng River APO following an advertisement 
of a post. The accused allegedly submitted a matric 
certificate, which she claimed to have obtained 
in 1992. Investigation revealed that the accused 
did in fact write matric, but never passed. It 
was discovered during the investigation that the 
accused submitted a fraudulent matric certificate 
when applying for the post. As a result, the 
department paid the accused over R2.3 million in 
salaries.  In a separate incident, Mokone applied 
for an administration assistant position at the 
Kana Primary School in March 2011 and was 
subsequently hired. She applied for the post with 
a matric certificate which she allegedly obtained 
in 1998. Upon conducting an investigation, it 
was revealed that the accused never sat for matric 
exams and that she had forged a matric certificate 
to apply for the post. Consequently, the department 

paid the accused over R2.2 million in salaries.  
The pair has been granted R10 000 bail each, and 
their matter was postponed to 14 November for 
further investigation.  North West Hawks Head, 
Major General Patrick Mbotho and the Director 
of Public Prosecutions in North West, Dr Rachel 
Makhari, have commended the investigation and 
prosecution team’s sterling work in ensuring that 
the accused are brought to justice.

Mankwane Raleru, 
accused of fraud.



SA Veld/Field Sport 
“4 Gun Shoot” by 

Waterval Skietbaan
BONUS - RUSTENBURG - SA Veld/Field 
Sport bied op Saterdag, 5 Oktober 2024 die 
jaarlikse “4 Gun Shoot” om 07:30 by Waterval 
Skietbaan aan. 

Groot kontantpryse vir eerste tot vierde 
plekke in die Seniormans-, Juniors- en 
Damesafdelings is op die spel en verskeie 
trekkings vir pryse gaan ook gedoen word. 

Inskrywings beloop R325 per persoon en 
R1300 per span en die vier afdelings waarin 
deelgeneem word, is Senterslag, .22 Randslag, 
Handwapen en Kleiduif. Spanne kan gemengde 
spanne wees (mans, dames en juniors) en 
bestaan uit vier skuts, wat vir die vier spanpryse 
meeding. Vir meer inligting kan SA Veld/Field 
Sportkantoor by 078 968 6451 geskakel word.

Last chance for “Swing for a Cause”
BONUS - RUSTENBURG - Rustenburg Golf Club 
will be the venue for the “Swing for a Cause” Golf 
Day on Thursday, 3 October to raise funds for Mieke 
Esterhuizen. 

Join “Swing for a Cause” for a day of golf or just 
come and enjoy the day at the Rustenburg Golf Club and 
contribute to this worthy cause, raising funds for this very 
brave little girl. 

The event promises to be a day of fun, friendly 
competition and most importantly, making a positive 
impact. MH Tayob (owner of the municipal contract 
of the Rustenburg Golf Club) is sponsoring the green 
fees for the day and invites everyone, whether you are a 
seasoned pro or a beginner, mark your calendars, gather 
your friends and come and make a difference on and off 
the greens on 3 October. The first tee-off will be at 09:00. 

For more information or bookings, contact Bianca 
Esterhuizen at 071 362 7363.

Mieke Esterhuizen.

BONUS - RUSTENBURG - The National Basketball Association (NBA) Africa and Royal 
Bafokeng Sports (RBS) hosted the 14th annual RBS Junior NBA finals, marking 14 years since 
the partnership, at the Royal Marang Hotel Sports Complex in Rustenburg in the presence of 
five-time NBA champion Ron Harper on Saturday, September 21. (Images: NBAE/NBA Africa)

The second RBS Jr NBA Future Stars Camp was held on Friday morning, September 20, where ten 
mentees gathered at the Royal Marang Hotel Club to dissect the business of sport, their vision for 
the RBS Junior NBA programme and their roles. Later that evening, the annual gala dinner took place 
to acknowledge the academic and sports achievements of the youth participants, staff, coaches and 
educators of the Bafokeng Nation in the programme.NBA legend Ron Harper.

The weather did not dampen the mood of over 
2 500 members of the community and school 
learners who gathered at the Royal Marang 
where they were entertained by the local brass 
brand, war cries from local schools, and on-court 
entertainment.

Five-time NBA champion attends Royal Bafokeng Sport Junior NBA-finals
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